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SANTI MAITRI BUILDING
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The Santi Maitri Building: This building is located to the north of the
Thai Ku Fah Building. It faces east and is aligned with the Thai Ku Fah
Building. It is a single storey building raised about 1 metre off the ground
and comprises two parallel wings at the rear which are accessed by a
connecting arcade. Between these two wings is a square-shaped marble
yard set with a fountain. Previously, the courtyard was open, but it has now
been renovated to be the central hall, covered by polycarbonate roof and
decorative glass ceiling with pictures of flowers and plants. The central hall
is paved with marble and is designed for multipurpose use. During the
APEC Economic Leaders Meeting in 2003, the Secretariat of the Prime
Minister renovated the area and built a stage at the end of the hall. The
corridors around the hall are connected. The eastern section of this
building is called “the Outer Wing of the Santi Maitri Building” while the
western section is known as “the Inner Wing of the Santi Maitri Building.
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The Outer Wing of the Santi Maitri Building: Constructed in 1954
during the premiership of Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram, its architect was
ML Pum Malakul who based the architectural and decorative styles on the
Thai Ku Fah Building. The Santi Maitri Building is used for various
government functions such as welcoming receptions for visiting foreign
dignitaries and the presentation of royal decorations and awards, as well as
for meetings and seminars. It is also used as a reception area for groups of
people paying courtesy calls on the Prime Minister, such as schoolchildren,
students, government officials, local officials, village headmen, and others.
Various Prime Ministers have also used this building to meet members of
the media and give press interviews.

The Quter Wing of the Santi Maitri Building was renovated and
expanded to the rear of the stage for the APEC Economic Leaders Meeting
in 2003. An oil painting portrait of King Bhumibol Adulyadej and Queen
Sirikit by an artist of the Department of Fine Arts adorns the wall of this
room.

The building comprises a large reception hall with a stage and a
small reception rcom in the south called the Yellow Room.
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The Inner Wing of the Santi Maitri Building: Constructed during the
premiership of Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn, the architect for the
building was Colonel Chira Silpakanok. As the rooms in the Outer Wing of
the Santi Maitri Building were too small for large receptions, the Inner
Wing of the Santi Maitri Building was constructed, also following the
architectural design and decorative style of the Thai Ku Fah Building. The
large hall of the Inner Wing of the Santi Maitri Building is used for
receptions, meetings, seminars, and the presentation of decorations and
awards. The Prime Minister also uses this room together with the Outer
Wing of the Santi Maitri Building to meet members of the media and give
press interviews. There is no stage in this hall. An oil painting portrait of
King Bhumibol Adulyadej by Mr. Chakrabhand Posayakrit adorns the walls
of this room.

To the south of the hall is a room used for welcoming guests,
known as the Blue Room. Three oil paintings by Mr. Chakrabhand
Posayakrit adorn its walls of this room.
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