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The (former) Command Building 2: This is a five-storey concrete
building situated in the southeastern corner. It was constructed during the
premiership of Field Marshal Srisdi Dhanarajata. The building, built in
contemporary style, was designed by Mr. Duang Yossundara. The angular
shape of building follows the line of the connecting walls and preserves the
style of the original structure, namely the wooden Phloi Nopphakhao
Building, which followed the line of the walls.

The Phloi Nopphakhao Building was a nine-roomed building, with
each room named after gems in nine different colours. When Field Marshal
P. Pibulsonggram was Prime Minister the building was used as the Office of
the National Culture Council and the Prime Minister's Office. This area was
also the site of the Phran Building. It is likely that the building was given
the name Phran (which means hunter) because the owner was Vice-
President of the Wild Tigers Corps during the reign of King Rama V.

The new structure was given the name Banchakan (command)
Building because the then Prime Minister used it as his own office where
commands and directives were signed. It is known as the former
Banchakan Building because a new Banchakan Building has since been
constructed. At present, the building is used as the Secretariat of the Prime
Minister.
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The (new) Command Building 1: This five-storey concrete building is
situated between the (former) Command Building 2 and the Saeng Athit
Building. The building was constructed while Field Marshal Thanom
Kittikachorn was Prime Minister, because he felt that the existing
Command Building was too small to handle the increasing amount of
official work. So, the construction of the (new) Command Building was
begun in 1969. A connecting walkway joins the buildings on the second,
third and fourth floors. The designer was Colonel Chira Silpakanok. Upon
completion of construction, the Prime Minister's Office was relocated to
the new premises and the building given the name the (new) Command
Building after the former building. Later, in 1989, the meeting room for the
Cabinet was built on the roof of the building.
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