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Message
from
His Excellency General Prayut Chan-o-cha (Ret.)
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand

Government House serves as the official working premises for the
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand and, therefore, the administrative
center for the executive branch of the Royal Thai Government. It also
functions as the venue for many important government events and
ceremonies. Government House has a notable history and is renowned
for its architectural significance and distinctive landscaping that highlights
Thailand’s natural resources and horticulture. As Government House is a
national symbol, the Thai people take pride in its heritage and eminence,
while foreign guests and dignitaries have long expressed their admiration
for its aesthetic appeal and lineage.

Since my tenure as Prime Minister, | have strived to work for the
benefit of our nation and the Thai people, and pivotal to this has been many
initiatives to comprehensively improve, revamp, and develop our work in
national administration. This endeavour has also included a programme to
restore Government House to its full grandeur and renovate its facilities
for receiving visiting dignitaries and foreign guests. For this significant
undertaking, the focus has been to conserve the architectural beauty and
integrity of the original buildings, the construction of a new building that
will complement the unique form and function of Government House, and
the renovation of its surrounding landscape to enhance the splendor of the
entire compound.

The publication of this book thus serves to chronicle the historical
significance of Government House, which is a national treasure for the Thai
people. The book includes photographs to highlight the architectural beauty
of the premises and its surrounding landscape, and many historical events
that have taken place at Government House. It will also serve as a notable
memento for distinguished guests who come to visit Government House,
and | sincerely hope that future generations will benefit from learning about
this important aspect of our nation's history.

General Prayut Chan-o-cha (Ret.)
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand
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The architectural styles of Thailand’s historic buildings present a collage of historical and aesthetic influences and
divulges the long history of the Thai nation through times of cultural, political, and socio-economic transformations. Among
the many historic buildings in Bangkok, one that stands out is the Government House compound, which has been
a landmark of the nation’s capital and Thailand’s political history for almost a century. Exploring Government House’s

origins thus reveals a rich history of statecraft and national development in Thailand, as well as unique architectural

influences and aesthetic values appreciated by the Thai people.
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Chao Phraya Ram Raghop

(M.L. Fuea Phungbun)
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Government House serves as the headquarters of the executive branch of the Royal Thai Government
and the Office of the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand. It is also the location for a number of related
government departments, such as the working offices of Deputy Prime Ministers and Ministers attached
to the Prime Minister’s Office, the Secretariat of the Prime Minister, the Office of Permanent Secretary,
Prime Minister Office, the Secretariat of the Cabinet, and the Office of the National Security Council.
It also functions as the main venue for receiving Thai and foreign dignitaries, including the hosting of

various government ceremonies.

Government House is situated in the Dusit district of Bangkok. It faces east on Nakhon Pathom Road
(which runs parallel to the Prem Prachakon Canal), north on Phitsanulok Road, and south on Luk Luang
Road (which runs parallel to the Phadung Krungkasem Canal). The entire compound covers an area
of 27 rais 3 ngan and 44 square wah. One of its Italian architects, Annibale Rigotti, often referred to it
as Villa Norasingh, as it originally was an estate that was bestowed by King Vajiravudh (King Rama VI)

to his closest courtier, Chao Phraya Ram Raghop (M.L. Fuea Phungbun).

6 AT = @ ANTNLEAT, 0 91U = €oo ATILNAT, & 1§ = 6,500 ATILNAT
1 square wah = 4 square meters, 1 ngan = 400 square meters, 1 rai = 1,600 square meters
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Thai Ku Fah Building: Timeless Elegance
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The main building of the compound is the Thai Ku Fah Building, which was formerly known as the Kraisorn Building.
The Thai Ku Fah Building was constructed in the 1920s in the style of a Venetian Gothic grand mansion and inspired by the Ca’ d’Oro
Palace in Venice. Since the landscape of Bangkok at that time resembled that of Venice, it inspired King Vajiravudh (King Rama
VI) to model this mansion after this particular style. This Venetian architectural style, which flourished in Europe during the 14"
and 15" centuries, has been one of the most emulated in international architecture as it epitomises grandeur, elegance, and
exquisite beauty. King Vajiravudh (King Rama VI) thus commissioned a team of engineers, architects, and interior designers to
undertake the construction of the Kraisorn Building in 1923, which included engineers Messrs. Carlo Allegri and E. Giovanni
Gollo; architects Messrs. Annibale Rigotti, Ercole Manfredi (Ekarit Manfredi), and Mario Tamagno; and interior designers Messrs.
Carlo Rigoli and Vittorio Novi. It should be noted that this was the same group of prominent artisans who were commissioned

by King Chulalongkorn (King Rama V) to construct the Ananta Samakhom Throne Hall in 1915.

King Vajiravudh (King Rama VI) passed away in 1925 before the construction of the building could be completed, and soon
after, all the Italian craftsmen returned to Italy. Several years later during the Second World War, the Japanese government
proposed to either purchase or rent Villa Norasingh in 1941 for its embassy compound in Thailand. Negotiations continued
until September of that year but were not able to be concluded. Prime Minister Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram then decided
to purchase Villa Norasingh for use as a government reception venue for foreign dignitaries. In doing so, its original name was
changed to Thamniap Samakkhichai and Government House, respectively. As for the compound’s unfinished construction,
Professor Silpa Bhirasri, who then worked with the Fine Arts Department as Head of the Crafts Department, was commissioned

to finish the work until the building was completed in its present form.
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Exquisite Exterior Meets Splendid Interior
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The Thai Ku Fah Building is a striking two-storey concrete structure
with a prominent and majestic frontal dome. The rooftop includes
a walkway that extends around the entire building. Additions were
made to the upper level at the southern corner in order to give it the
appearance of a three-storey building, so as to correspond with the
northern corner, which is capped with a domed roof. The exterior
is adorned with arched stucco moldings on the door and window
frames influenced by Byzantine and Moorish art of the 14™ and 15"
centuries. With an influence of Roman architecture, the building thus
presents a stately form, with domes in a circular area intermingled

with decorated rectangular or polygonal structures of various sizes.
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For the exterior of the northern dome of the Thai Ku Fah Building,
specially washed stones were used to create porous effects on the

walls and cornices. Arched doors and windows were decorated

with glass panes in a Venetian Gothic style. The roof is covered with

terracotta-coloured rectangular roof tiles, while the rooftop terrace
is decorated with the seal of the Prime Minister’s Office. A number
of rooster sculptures are highly noticeable, appearing beneath the
window frames and supporting beams, as well as at the end of

each drain. The supporting beams of the balcony are also decorated

D0 000E0E)

with rooster heads, which symbolise the lunar birth year of Khunying

Prachuab, wife of Chao Phraya Ram Raghob, who was born in the

oo

lunar year of the Rooster. Furthermore, on the roof of the building

Do

stands a sacred statue of Brahma, which is considered as the

celestial guardian of the building to which all civil servants and people

GO0

working on the premises worship.
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Specially washed stones were used to create porous effects on

the walls and cornices.
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The floor plan of the building has a horseshoe
shape, which is divided into left and right wings and
connected by a grand stairway set in the centre
that lies beneath a dome-shaped ceiling. The
rooms in the Thai Ku Fah Building are referred to
by their distinct colour themes, each having
their own specific function for the work and

responsibilities of Government House.
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The grand stairway connects the two sides.
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The Golden Dome Room
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This front room is at the far-right corner
of the building. It forms the lower floor of the
square angle tower and is commonly used as an
antechamber for official guests before entering the
Ilvory Room to the left. The ceiling of the Golden
Room is curved while the interior is predominantly
decorated in gold with a blend of Thai and
European styles, including elegant French chairs
to match the French drapes that are made from
Thai silk.




28

ridgusguna | GOVERNMENT HOUSE

PR LUTRIRINTNY
The Ivory Room
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Perhaps the most well-known room of the Thai Ku Fah Building is
the Ivory Room, which is situated in the right wing next to the Golden
Dome Room. This stateroom is the official reception room of the
Prime Minister and used only for visiting dignitaries, namely heads
of state, heads of government or their representatives, or ministers

of foreign nations. It is also the place where the official visitors’

Anlnedn 29
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book of Government House is signed by dignitaries. Importantly,

this room is solely used to receive the Royal Command appointing
the Prime Minister, as well as for holding ceremonies to bestow

royal decorations of Thailand on foreign leaders.

The Ivory Room is magnificently decorated in an ivory-cream
colour with an elaborately carved arched marble entrance dividing
the outer and inner sections. This room was originally decorated
with a pair of grand ivory tusks that were bestowed by Her Majesty
Queen Rambhai Barni of the Seventh Reign (King Prajadhipok, King
Rama VII). They were later moved to the Grand Palace and have
remained there ever since. At the far end of the inner section,
a portrait of His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn Phra Vajiraklao-

chaoyuhua (King Rama X) is placed at the centre.
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The Purple Room left of the building. It is used to receive guests of
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the Prime Minister who call, but not necessarily
in an official state or government capacity. This
may include representatives of the private sector,
international organisations, or representatives of
foreign governments below ministerial rank. The
aesthetic theme of this room is accentuated by
a purple carpet with matching furniture. The room
is divided into two reception areas, with an outer
area for delegations of over 30 visitors, and an
inner area that also serves as the ground floor of
the Purple Dome Room. With elegant pale green
colour chairs placed in a curved shape to
correspond with the dome ceiling, this room is
used to receive guests for a variety of functions that
may include unofficial calls or informal meetings.
The dome ceiling is decorated with ornamental
glass and painted with pictures of birds and trees.

The colour scheme of both areas is purple.
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This room features a row of large
grape-shaped chandeliers
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The Green Room
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To the west of the Purple Room is a meeting
room known as the Green Room, which is
predominantly decorated in green. This room
features a row of large grape-shaped chandeliers,
while the walls are adorned with paintings that
depict mountains and pasturelands that highlight
the green colour to elevate the mood and tone of
the room. This room has been used for meetings
presided by the Prime Minister and consequently
has been at the centre of many important events

in Thai political history.
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Sculptures by Mr. Sitthidet Sanghiran
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The upper level of the Thai Ku Fah Building is divided into two wings, separating the offices of the

Prime Minister from that of the Secretary-General to the Prime Minister. The central hall of this floor is
decorated in an elaborate Gothic style, with marble columns and an arched terrace exhibiting quatrefoil
cornices, various sculptures, stucco motifs on the ceiling, as well as original European marble and bronze

sculptures, including two precious contemporary sculptures by Mr. Sitthidet Sanghiran.

In 1989, the Thai Ku Fah Building received an award for excellence in building conservation from the
Association of Siamese Architects, under the Royal Patronage of His Majesty the King. With its noteworthy
history as a symbol of stature, nobility, and transition in Thailand’s political landscape, and its architectural
value as a complete Venetian Gothic structure outside of Europe, the Thai Ku Fah Building has always
impressed visiting foreign dignitaries and guests, and fittingly functions as the current working office for

the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand.
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Santi Maitri Building: Peace and Friendship
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The Santi Maitri Building, named in Thai as “peace and friendship” has been the venue for some of the most important
events in Thai history. A most notable occasion was when King Bhumibol Adulyadej (King Rama IX) came to the building

in 1956 to ask for alms after entering the monkhood.

The Santi Maitri Building is located to the north of the Thai Ku Fah Building. It comprises two parallel wings facing east
known as “the Outer Wing of the Santi Maitri Building” and “the Inner Wing of the Santi Maitri Building”, accessed by
connecting corridors. Between these two wings was a square-shaped marble yard with a flower garden and fountain, though

that was renovated for optimum usage and has now transformed into a covered central hall with a decorative glass ceiling

depicting pictures of flowers and plants.
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This building is used for various government functions hosted by
the Office of the Prime Minister, such as for gala dinners or receptions
for foreign dignitaries, international and governmental meetings, and
also seminars. Furthermore, a pair of marble sculptured crouching
lions (one sleeps, the other awakes), which are replicas of those
sculpted by the renowned neoclassical sculptor Antonio Canova
for the monument of Pope Clement VIII in St. Peter’s Basilica,

are placed in front of the building’s grand staircase.
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The Outer Wing of the Santi Maitri Building is primarily
used for official receptions, welcoming visiting dignitaries,
and for various high-level government functions, most
prominent being the Grand Reception to felicitate His
Majesty the King and the Royal Family on Coronation Day.
It is also used to welcome high-ranking foreign delegations.
For instance, on 11 September 2017, the Minister of
Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) of Japan, together
with a group of 600 Japanese executives and investors
from the Japan Business Federation (Keidanren), Japan
External Trade Organization (JETRO), Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA), and other private sector
representatives, visited Government House to call on the
Prime Minister to commemorate 130 years of diplomatic
relations between Thailand and Japan. As well, various
Prime Ministers have used this building to meet with
members of the press and give media interviews with

other world leaders.

This building was constructed during the premiership
of Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram in 1954, with
M.L. Pum Malakul as the architect who based the
architectural and decorative styles on the Thai Ku Fah
Building. By adopting the same Venetian Gothic style,
the same colour scheme was chosen, along with
elaborately carved cornices and stucco motifs similar
to those of Thai Ku Fah Building.
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1. The building comprises
two major rooms, including a
large reception hall that was
renovated to expand the stage
area for 11" APEC Economic

Leaders meeting in 2003.
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2. There is also the Yellow Room, which
is a small reception room in the south section
decorated in classic French style, with elegant soft
yellow silk upholstered furniture to accentuate

the yellow hand-painted ceiling.
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The Inner Wing of Santi Maitri Building

“The Inner Wing of Santi Maitri Building”
is primarily used for welcoming receptions and
meetings with Thai and foreign dignitaries. It was
constructed in 1967 during the premiership of
Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn, with Colonel
Chira Silpakanok as the architect. As the rooms
in the Outer Wing of the Santi Maitri Building were
too small for large receptions, the Inner Wing was
constructed following the architectural design
and decorative style of the Thai Ku Fah Building.
The interior walls of this building are adorned with
a portrait of King Bhumibol Adulyadej (King
Rama IX) by Mr. Chakrabhand Posayakrit, who was
honoured with the title of National Artist in 2000, and
awarded a citation as “Master Craftsman” during
the celebrations commemorating 200 years of the

founding of Bangkok and the Rattanakosin Era.
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Similar to The Outer Wing of Santi Maitri

Building, this building houses a smaller reception

hall known as the Blue Room that is decorated in
a classical style with an elegant blue colour scheme.
Three oil paintings by Mr. Chakrabhand Posayakrit

adorn the walls of this room.
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Versatility in Form and Function

The Santi Maitri Building showcases elaborately decorated ceilings, stucco motifs adorning the walls, and gold accents to highlight the
blend of Thai and European artistic influences. Because of its versatile floor plan, the Santi Maitri Building has been used for a variety of
government functions throughout its history. Along with state receptions, banquets, audiences with leaders, and other official functions, the
Santi Maitri Building has also been the venue for special Cabinet meetings and more recently, the press briefing by the Center of COVID-19
Situation Administration (CCSA).
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The press briefing by the Center of
COVID-19 Situation Administration
(CCSA).
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Throughout Thai history, both the Thai Ku Fah and Santi Maitri
buildings have been used for many significant government events.
This includes a Grand Reception to honour Her Majesty Queen Sirikit of
the Ninth Reign on the auspicious occasion of Her Majesty’s 6" Cycle
Birthday Anniversary on 12 August 2004, which was presided over
by His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej The Great (King Rama IX),
as well as a Grand Reception on 29 July 2019 to honour His Majesty
King Maha Vajiralongkorn Phra Vajiraklaochaoyuhua (King Rama X)
on the auspicious occasion of His Majesty’s birthday anniversary,
which was presided over by Her Royal Highness Princess Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn.
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More recently, the Santi Maitri Building hosted
a grand reception to welcome His Holiness Pope
Francis on 21 November 2019 to commemorate
the 350" anniversary of the Apostolic Vicariate in
Siam, and the 50" anniversary of the establishment
of diplomatic relations between Thailand and The

Holy See.
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Additionally, on 29 December 2019, Government
House had a grand reception to honour Her Royal
Highness Princess Maha Chaki Sirindhorn on
the occasion of Her Royal Highness receiving
a Friendship Medal of the People’s Republic of
China in which both the Thai Ku Fah and Santi

Maitri buildings were used.
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Government House has recently been used to receive foreign dignitaries

from a number of countries, namely :

<

His Excellency Mr. Rodrigo Roa Duterte, President of the Republic of
the Philippines, on 21 March 2017

His Excellency Mr. Nguy&n Xuén Phuc, Prime Minister of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam, and his wife Mrs. Tran Thi Nguyét Thu, on 17 August
2017

His Excellency U Win Myint, President of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar, and his wife Mrs. Cho Cho, on 14 June 2018

His Excellency Tun Dr. Mahathir bin Mohamad, Prime Minister of Malaysia,
and his wife Tun Dr. Siti Hasmah binti Haji Mohamad Ali, on 24 October 2018
His Excellency Mr. Moon Jae-In, President of the Republic of Korea,
and his wife Madame Kim Jung-sook, on 2 September 2019

His Excellency Mr. Li Kegiang, Premier of the People’s Republic of
China on 5 November 2019.
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Pakdi Bodin Building: Dedication and Loyalty to the King
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“Loyalty to the King” is the Thai name of this building, which was
constructed to pay tribute to His Majesty the King as the guiding light and
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soul of the Thai nation. This building is the latest addition to the Government

|

House compound and was completed in 2017 following the initiative of

Prime Minister General Prayut Chan-o-cha (Ret.) to increase the working
space of the Prime Minister’s office to correspond to its expanding role o
and functions over the years. As the Thai Ku Fah Building is a Venetian - < o

a1eile waten Uszgns quniladn
Gothic mansion, limited space is available to hold larger-scale meetings Message at the opening ceremony of he buiding by Prime
or small- to medium-sized receptions chaired by the Prime Minister. The Minister General Prayut Chan-o-cha (Ret.)
Pakdi Bodin Building is situated directly behind the Thai Ku Fah Building

and includes a connecting walkway.
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The building was constructed over a green
lawn that lay behind the Thai Ku Fah Building. It
has the same architectural design and decorative
style as the Thai Ku Fah Building and, therefore,
includes an arched dome, a front door square
portico, a rooftop terrace, as well as stucco
motifs adorning the window frames and the
upper part of the building. The building measures
16.61 meters from the ground floor to the top of
its dome and is the third tallest in the compound
after the Santi Maitri Building and the Thai Ku Fah

buildings, respectively.
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TUPSARARITIEN o€ - 0& AUNTNATARARITIET oo Tugpres The Pakdi Bodin building is used primarily as a reception venue
m’;‘ﬁuﬂﬁimﬁﬁﬁmﬁumﬁﬂmﬁﬂﬂ%\i with a usable area of 1,385 square meters. It was designed by
the Fine Arts Department, and construction was supervised by the
Post Engineer Department. Aesthetically, the exterior of the building
is in harmony with the Thai Ku Fah Building. It is a reinforced

concrete building with a dome roof finished in gold colour mosaics.
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The building was designed specifically not to block the view of
the main buildings in the compound, which are listed as national
heritage conservation buildings. Like the Thai Ku Fah Building, its
exterior was influenced by Byzantine and Moorish architecture of

the 14" - 15" centuries.
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Through the use of pointed arches, more
sunlight is able to shine through the entire building.
Additionally, a ribbed vault, lancet windows,
hood moulds, and label stops have been used to
enhance its harmony with the Thai Ku Fah Building,

while maintaining a Venetian Gothic style.

The building comprises 3 main rooms,
categorised according to their specific functions.

They include:
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This hall is used for various important receptions, as it is spacious enough to accommodate up to

150 guests. Its octagon ceiling is elaborately decorated in gold.
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This is perhaps the most prominent room in the building,
as it includes a dome ceiling decorated in golden mosaic,
with an elaborate crystal chandelier. Moreover, when the natural
light shines through the flower-shaped glass frames, everything
in the room glitters with a golden accent. The interior design
is French style, with matching furniture upholstered in golden
Thai silk to go with the draped silk curtains in pale green colour.
The fabric is sourced from the Bang Sai Arts and Crafts Centre
under the Royal Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit, The

Queen Mother.
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One wall is adorned with textile art entited “The Ocean of
His Compassion and Kindness” to honour and pay tribute to
the benevolence of King Bhumibol Adulyadej (King Rama IX). This
room is used to receive a smaller group of guests of approximately
10 people. A bronze sculpture of King Bhumibol Adulyadej (King
Rama IX), created in 2008 by Mr. Manop Suwanpintha, is the

centrepiece of the room.
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Textile art entitled “The Ocean of His Compassion and Kindness”
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This is a smaller reception room that is decorated
in pink and blue colours. The elegant French-style
furniture is matched with pale blue silk pillows, while
its wall is adorned with textile art from the Bang Sai
Arts and Crafts Centre entitled “Sustainable”, which

refers to the sustainability of art and abundant natural

resources in Thailand.
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Textile art from the Bang Sai Arts and Crafts Centre
entitled “Sustainable”
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The Wanasiri Reception Room
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There is also mezzanine floor in this building
covering an area of 204 square meters, which is
used as a control room for electronic equipment,
conference systems, a broadcasting system, and

storage.

The landscape in front of the building was
designed to complement the Venetian Gothic
exterior of the Pakdi Bodin Building and is in
a formal garden style, with a geometrical shape

tree arrangement.

On 26 June 2020, this building was used by the
Prime Minister to attend the 36" ASEAN Summit, as
it has a complete digital communications system.
As such, since its completion, this building has also
been used to host Joint Cabinet Meetings between
Thailand and other countries. For example, it was
recently used to hold a Joint Cabinet Meeting
between Thailand and the Republic of Korea during
the official visit of His Excellency Mr. Moon Jae-In,
President of the Republic of Korea on 2 September
2019. On 5 November 2019, another Joint Cabinet
Meeting was held in this room between Thailand and
the People’s Republic of China during the official
visit to Thailand of His Excellency Mr. Li Keqgiang,

Premier of the People’s Republic of China.
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Because of its open floor plan and proximity to the Thai Ku Fah Building, the Pakdi Bodin Building
has also been used to receive courtesy calls on the Prime Minister. These have included prominent
business delegations, such as the US-ASEAN Business Council (USABC) on 15 August 2019, and the EU-
ASEAN Business Council (EU-ABC) along with the European Association for Business and Commerce
(EABC) on 17 February 2020. As well, various meetings chaired by the Prime Minister are often held in
this building, particularly those that may include about 100 participants, such as the Executive Board
of the Center of COVID-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) on 16 March 2020, the National Strategy

Committee, and the Executive Committee on the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC).
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The Command Buildings 1 and 2
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There are two contemporary style buildings at the Government
House compound known as the Command Building 1 and the
Command Building 2, respectively. Like the main buildings in the
compound, both of them have a long history in the Thai government
and politics. As they house the offices of Deputy Prime Ministers,
other Ministers, and senior staff to the Prime Minister, they have been
at the centre of executive administration for many years. A look into
their history thus alludes to many key events that transpired during

Thailand’s political transition in the 20™ Century.
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The Command Building 1
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This building is situated next to the south wall
of the compound. The area on which it is located
originally housed the Sarathun (Tuek Khwang)
Building, the Phungbun Building, the Bunyasai
Building, and the Yen Building, which were private
residences for the family members of Chao Phraya
Ram Raghop (the former owner of the compound).
There were connecting walkways between the
second floors joining the Sarathun Building with
the Phungbun building on the north side, and
the Bunyasai Building with the Yen Building on
the east. Another walkway connected them with
Saeng Athit Building, providing extended access
to the Phra Khan Building, presently known as
the Nari Samoson Building. During the premiership
of Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram, these buildings
were used as part of the Office of Prime Minister,

and as his private quarters.
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Then in 1969, during the premiership of Field
Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn, they were demolished
to pave way for construction of 5-storey office
building, designed by Colonel Chira Silpakanok,

as the premises for the executive office of the

Prime Minister was too small to accommodate the
increasing amount of work and official functions of
the Government House. Upon the completion of
its construction, the Prime Minister's Office was

relocated to this location.

The Command Building 1 has connecting
walkways joining with the Command Building 2 on
the second and fifth floors and is situated to the
right of the Thai Ku Fah Building, separated by a
grand lawn and a small garden area. It is a dominant
structure that sits between the Command Building
2 and the Saeng Athit Building. In 1989, a meeting
room for Cabinet Meetings was built on the fifth floor,
along with several reception rooms and working
offices for secretariat staff. Cabinet Meetings have

been held there on a weekly basis ever since.

Given this pivotal function, the Command
Building 1 also houses the offices of Deputy Prime
Ministers, Ministers attached to the Prime Minister’s
Office, Deputy Secretaries-General to the Prime
Minister, and other political appointees. There
are several meeting rooms of various sizes, as
well as reception rooms for receiving guests. The
Command Building 1 is, therefore, a bustling centre
for government administration as senior officials

and department heads meet there on a daily basis.
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This building was constructed before the Command Building 1
and rests on the site where the Phloi Nopphakhao Building and
the Phran Building were situated, both of which were guest houses
of Chao Phraya Ram Raghop. The Phloi Nopphakhao Building
was a teakwood building with 9 unique rooms, each named after
different colour gems. During the premiership of Field Marshal P.
Pibulsonggram, it was used as the Prime Minister’s Office, and as
the Office of the National Culture Council. The Phran Building was
named after its original owner, who was a member of Wild Tiger

Corps during the reign of King Vajiravudh (King Rama V).

During the premiership of Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat (1959 -
1963), these two buildings were demolished due to their limited size
and inability to cope with an increasing amount of government work.
Therefore, a new building, designed by Mr. Duang Yossundara in
contemporary style, was constructed using an angular shape to
preserve the style of the original structure of the Phloi Nopphakhao
Building. This new building was given the name “Banchakarn”
Building (in Thai, “command”) as it housed the Prime Minister’s
working room and office, where executive orders or commands were
issued from. One of the floors also housed the Office of the National
Security Council. Its name was later changed to the Command
Building 2 and is currently used by the Secretariat of the Prime
Minister, primarily for the offices of the Government Spokesperson
(Press Secretary) and the office of communications and media for
the Office of the Prime Minister.
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Renovation for Harmony
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In 2014, all the buildings in the Government House compound
were renovated under the initiative of Prime Minister General
Prayut Chan-o-cha (Ret.) and several architectural adjustments
were made to enhance the aesthetic harmony of the premises.
As such, the Command Building 1 and the Command Building 2
were given a Neo Venetian Gothic style fagade to harmonise their
architectural outlook with the Thai Ku Fah Building and the Santi
Maitri Building. Repairs to the inner structure were also made to

modernise working spaces within the buildings.
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The Nari Samoson Building is a single-storey building that is
one of the oldest in the Government House compound. It stands
at the upper end of a moat running past the rear of the Thai Ku
Fah Building on the southwestern side. This building was built
before the Thai Ku Fah Building and is considered one of the
most unique buildings in Thailand, and thus listed as a conservation

national heritage building.
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The Nari Samoson Building was previously known as the Phra
Khan Building, as Chao Phraya Ram Raghop also held the position
as a Royal Page with the honour of bearing the Sword of State,
known as “Phra Khan”, during the Coronation Ceremony of King
Vajiravudh (King Rama VI). As well, Chao Phraya Ram Raghop
resided in this building while waiting for the construction of the

Kraison Building (Thai Ku Fah Building) to finish.

During the premiership of Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram, its name
was changed to Nari Samoson, as it was used by his wife Thanpuying
La-iad Pibulsonggram, for official meetings and other activities under
her responsibility. Later, during the premierships of Field Marshal
Sarit Thanarat (1959 - 1963) and Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn
(19683 - 1973), the building was used more and more for administrative
work, and its name was thus changed to “Tuek Boriharn”, or the
administration building. The Nari Samoson Building underwent major
renovations during the premiership of General Chatchai Choonhavan
(1988 - 1991) to become a venue for holding press conferences and

has been used for that purpose to this day.
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Eclectic Architectural Design
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The Nari Samoson Building has a western eclecticism architectural
design with a mixture of historical influences. It includes a mansard
roof, an arched entrance porch, geometric-shaped windows, curved
and polygonal porticos with decorative columns, and elaborate stucco
ornaments. This mixture of architectural styles was predominant
during the reign of King Vajiravudh (King Rama VI), as the nation was

starting to embrace western culture and construction technology.

Though over a century has passed since it was constructed,
the Nari Samoson Building has been very well conserved and
cared for, with only slight alterations to improve and modernise
its functions. In 2005, it received a Conservation Award from the
Association of Siamese Architects, under Royal Patronage, which was
bestowed by Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
and is now displayed on the wall at the entrance. As it is listed as
a historic conservation building, the Fine Arts Department is the sole

agency in charge of its interior and architectural integrity.
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In 2005, it received a Conservation Award from the Association
of Siamese Architects, under Royal Patronage
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The Nari Samoson Building remains today as the venue
for government press briefings, particularly by the Government
Spokesperson. Two rooms in the Nari Samoson Building have been
converted into reception rooms, known as Nari Samoson Reception
Room 1 and Nari Samoson Reception Room 2. They are used by
Deputy Prime Ministers, Ministers Attached to the Prime Minister’s
Office, and the Government Spokesperson for courtesy calls and
official meetings with guests. Renovation work for both rooms was

inspired by the interior of the Thai Ku Fah Building.
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The Government’s
Press Conference Room
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The government’s press conference room is
at the right wing of the building. Only the carpet,
curtains, an air-conditioning system, a modern
press conference system, and a backdrop have

been added to make it more functional.
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The Nari Samoson Reception Room 1
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The Nari Samoson Reception Room 1 is located at the centre of
the building and has a dome ceiling. There was a decorative glass
entrance that has since been removed, leaving only the original
wooden doors. The furniture is in the same style as the Thai Ku Fah
Building, with an additional carpet to cover the parquet floor. The
room is decorated in an elegant purple and cream colour scheme
to preserve its classical style. This room has been used to receive
guests of Deputy Prime Ministers and Ministers Attached to the Prime
Minister’s Office, as well as for signing ceremonies, and occasional

private meetings.
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The Nari Samoson Reception Room 1

PAISLUTAIUNFRLNAS 1o

The Nari Samoson Reception Room 2
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The Nari Samoson Reception Room 2 is in the west wing of the building. Originally,
there was a decorative glass partition separating it from the work space and office of the
Government Spokesperson, which has since been relocated to the Command Building
2. This room has a sweeping marble floor and is decorated in a cream colour scheme,
with French-style fumiture in pale green colour to match. The room has deep underlined

pink curtains to filter sunlight from the east, with a grand chandelier and crystal wall lamps.
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To the south of the Nari Samoson Building is
the Saeng Athit Building, which is a 3-storey tower
with a spiral staircase leading to the second and
third floors. At the end of the staircase is a door
to the outside. Formerly, there was a connecting
bridge to other buildings, but that has since
been demolished. The Saeng Athit Building has
undergone several renovations similar to the
Nari Samoson Building and has also received

a Conservation Award.
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The current landscape arrangement at Government
House was initiated by Prime Minister General Prayut
Chan-o-cha (Ret.) to complement the historical
significance and architectural value of the buildings, and
highlight Thailand’s lush horticulture and bountiful natural
resources. It is a blend of classical western garden
arrangement with tropical plants and showcases foliage
of important symbolism to the Thai nation, including a
number of Thai trees and natural herbal plants. Visiting

dignitaries to Government House are often taken on a

tour to explore the exotic features of this landscape. The
trees and foliage were also chosen to reflect the essence

of Government House as the centre of administration

of the executive branch of the Royal Thai Government.
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Upon entering the front gate on the east, visitors are met with

large circular green lawns in front of the Thai Ku Fah Building, with
flowers decorated along both sides of the curved entrance and
staircase. Ancient cannons are placed along the edge of the lawn
to symbolise the long history of the armed forces as protectors of
the nation’s institutions. The garden is adorned with ornate lamps
that light up during the night, as it also serves as a reception area
for several official functions, such as grand receptions honouring
royal birthday anniversaries, receptions to honour His Majesty the
King and Her Majesty the Queen, and welcoming receptions for

visiting dignitaries.
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As the style of the buildings in Government
House is influenced by western architecture,
the landscape arrangement thus corresponds
to the style of a formal garden typically found
in European palaces or villas. For symmetry, a
prominent feature of this garden is the collection
of geometrically trimmed trees that align the
entrance. The surrounding area is arranged as
a semi-formal garden with various Thai trees,
bushes, groves, and flowers to enhance the

splendor of the main buildings.
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The Yellow Star Tree — The Emblem of King Rama X
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The yellow star tree is a popular Thai plant that when in bloom,
exudes a sweet aroma lasting all day. It is abundantly found in the
north of Thailand, especially in forests. It is a perennial plant of medium-
large size and when fully grown, stands up to 5 meters. This plant
enjoys sunshine and does not need much water to nourish. It is a shrub
with low-lying stems and is categorised as leaf-plant exhibiting green
colour on the upper side and brown on the dorsal side. The flowers
grow from axillary buds and have a pentagram shaped calyx at the
base of the petals. The yellow star is an inflorescence flower in yellow,
which is the official colour of His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn

Phra Vajiraklaochaoyuhua, (King Rama X) and usually blooms in June.

Prime Minister General Prayut Chan-o-cha (Ret.) and his wife Associate
Professor Narapormn Chan-o-cha, planted the first yellow star tree at
Government House to commemorate the Royal Volunteer Programme
“We do good deeds with our hearts” on the auspicious occasion of
the birthday anniversary of His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn Phra
Vajiraklaochaoyuhua (King Rama X) on 28 July 2018. As wel, on the
occasion of Coronation Day in 2019, the Prime Minister and members
of the Cabinet planted yellow star trees in the garden in front of the Santi
Maitri Building under the “One Province One Street” project to honour His

Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkom Phra Vajiraklaochaoyuhua (King Rama X).
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With the initiative of General Prayut Chan-o-cha (Ret.), Prime Minister
of the Kingdom of Thailand, a number of fragrant trees and shrubs
have been planted in the garden in front of the Thai Ku Fah Building
and its surrounding areas. From 2018 - 2019, 23 plants were planted,
while 20 more were added in 2020. As such, 43 plants have been
planted altogether, which include: 1) sanango 2) yesterday, today and
tomorrow 3) dwarf ylang-ylang 4) orange jasmine 5) Andaman satinwood
6) Siamese randia 7-8) Chinese rice flower and its hybrid 9) Brazilian
jasmine 10) Arabian jasmine 11) scented star jasmine 12) angel wing
jasmine 13) climbing oleander 14) butterfly bush 15) Rangoon creeper
16) Chinese desmos 17) angel-hair jasmine 18) variegata flower 19) night
blooming jasmine 20) sweet olive 21) lady of the night 22) banana shrub
23) the gardenia crape jasmine 24) ironwood (kankrao) 25) broken hear
flower (chan ka po) 26) jun—pha 27) banana shrub hybrid 28) Michellia

Hybrid 29) Rauwenhoffia siamensis (hom maeo) 30) odontadenia 31)
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bunga seung 32) bunga rampai 33) Florida fiddlewood 34) China doll
35) white meranti 36) golden gardenia 37) magnolia 38) mok khao 39)
yellow jessamine 40) white cheesewood 41) Dendrobium lindleyi Steud
(Eung Phung) 42) Hemalai satinwood and 43) gustavia. All of them
were planted along the sides of the Thai Ku Fah Building.
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Siamese rosewood trees
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Since trees are one of the most important natural
resources for Thailand, a tree-planting event was
organised in 2018 on National Annual Tree Care Day
and commemorated the birthday anniversary of Her
Royal Highness Princess Srinagarindra on 21 October,
to pay tribute to her devotion to tree planting in all areas
of the country during her lifetime. On this occasion, the
Prime Minister, Deputy Ministers, and Ministers attached
to Prime Minister’s Office planted 9 Siamese rosewood
trees at the left wing of the Thai Ku Fah Building to
pay tribute and carry on the aspirations of Her Royal
Highness Princess Srinagarindra, who was a national
role model in environmental conservation. The care of
trees at Government House has been overseen by
the Royal Forest Department, who has the duty to
constantly nourish them and also maintain the elegant

landscape of Government House.
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It is important to add that there are a number of historical
buildings not officially located in the Government House
compound, but are nonetheless part of the machinery of
Government House, serving as the venue for a number of
agencies within the Prime Minister’s Office. These include,
the Secretariat of the Prime Minister Building (Tuek Daeng 1),
the Secretariat of the Prime Minister Building (Tuek Daeng 3),
Manangkhasila Mansion, Phitsanulok Mansion, the Office of
the Civil Service Commission (OCSC) Building, the residence
of the Secretariat of the Prime Minister’s Office at Cha-am,
the residence of the Secretariat of the Prime Minister’s Office
at Laem Thaen, and the residence of the Secretariat of the

Prime Minister at Khao Sam Muk.
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The Secretariat of the Prime Minister Building (Tuek Daeng)
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Like the main buildings in Government
House compound, they have great historical and
architectural significance. One of them known as
Tuek Dang 1, was once the Royal Chulachomklao
Military Academy and built in 1909, using European
influences in architectural style combined with
early 20" century Thai interior highlighted by Thai
golden teakwood. Another similar building, Tuek
Dang 3, once served as the venue for meetings
of the Council of Ministers or the Cabinet. One
that particularly stands out in Bangkok and is not
far from Government House compound is the
Phitsanulok Mansion, which is listed as the official
residence of the Prime Minister, though in practice
only a few have used this Italian styled mansion
with Venetian Gothic features as their dwelling
premises. The Bangkok Declaration, establishing
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), was signed in 1967 in the building that
is now the residence of the Secretariat of the
Prime Minister’s Office at Laem Thaen, Bang Saen

Beach to the southeast of Bangkok.
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For over a century, Government House has stood in splendor as the centre of
administration for Thailand’s executive branch of government. It is a venue of great
historical significance, as it chronicles the key political and social transformations of
the country in the past century. In terms of architectural value, the compound is an
epitome of timeless beauty, with rare Venetian Gothic styling combined with Thai,
western eclectic, and contemporary structures to present a collage of aesthetic ideals

and cultural influence that have shaped Thai society for most of the 20"

century.
Complementing this is a landscape that proudly displays Thailand’s rich horticultural
resources, which will hopefully be conserved and appreciated by future generations.
Throughout its history, Government House has received numerous head of state,
government leaders, and dignitaries from all over the world. and it remains as a symbol

of national pride and heritage for the Thai people.
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