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FOREWORD

Norasingh Villa, Phitsanulok Mansion and Manangkasila Mansion are prime examples of
Thailand's rich historical and architectural heritage, including of western style. These
magnificent properties, whose construction took place during the reign of King Vajiravudh, are
replete with architectural and artistic value, whether in terms of paintings, sculptures or
decorative arts, reflecting the past glory of the Kingdom up to the present day. Subsequently
Norasingh Villa became Government House, serving as the administrative centre for past and
present Prime Ministers. It has been the scene of many grand occasions such as receptions for
visiting royalty and dignitaries,and is still regularly used for various official functions. Meanwhile,
Phitsanulok and Manangkasila Mansions have served as the Prime Minister's guest house and
residence, as well as the offices of agencies established in accordance with Government policy.

Conscious of the irreplaceable artistic value and historical significance of Government
House, Phitsanulok Mansion and Manangkasila Mansion, the Secretariat of the Cabinet
established the Committee to Conduct Research on the History and the Art of Government
House. The Committee was tasked with compiling detailed information on the properties for
the preparation of a book recording the origins of the properties and their usage up to the
present day, for educational purposes. In fulfilling its task, the Committee undertook research
into documentation and individual testimonies, including the accounts of artisans who
renovated the premises. The book therefore represents a comprehensive record, together with
archival photographs, of the properties from the initial years up to the present. It is hoped that
Government House will benefit all those interested in the history and the art of these fine
examples of our national heritage.

(Mr. Loyleuan Bunnag)
Deputy Secretary-General to the Prime Minister
for Administrative Affairs
June 2007
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE

Government House is cne of the most important government
buildings in the country. It is the venue for meetings of the Cabinet, the
official office of the Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Ministers and Ministers
attached to the Prime Minister's Office. Many department-level offices
attached directly to either the Prime Minister or the Prime Minister's Office
are located here, including the Secretariat of the Prime Minister, the
Secretariat of the Cabinet, the Office of the Permanent Secretary, the
Office of the National Security Council, and the Office of the Royal
Development Projects Board. Furthermore, important foreign dignitaries on
official visits to Thailand pay courtesy calls on the Prime Minister and
Deputy Prime Ministers at Government House.

State ceremonies such as the state receptions to celebrate His
Majesty the King's Birthday Anniversary are held at Government House.
The grounds, together with some of the buildings, are used to receive
government officials and the general public, hold meetings, seminars,
exhibitions as well as award presentation ceremonies organized by the
public and private sectors.
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HISTORY AND BACKGROUND

The history of Government House as the seat of Government under
srimmsAnireutivia e Constitutional Monarchy began on 27 June 1932 when King Prajadhipok
:’E Held 56 Soair Yk or King Rama VIl bestowed the Royal Command to enforce the Interim

y Mr. Annibale Rigotti
Constitution of Siam of 1932. In accordance with the said Constitution, a
People’s Committee was established as an executive body, which became
the Council of Ministers on the day following the Royal Command.
28 June is thus considered as the date of establishment of the Prime
Minister's Office. The work of the People's Committee was conducted at
the Ananda Samagom Throne Hall which was also used as the House of
Representatives. Afterwards, King Prajadhipok promulgated a new
permanent Constitution on 10 December 1932 and appointed Phraya
Manaopakorn Nitithada (Kon Hutasingha) as Prime Minister under the new
Constitution, but the latter’s workplace remained at the Ananda Samagom
Throne Hall for a brief pericd of time. Therefore, the Ananda Samagom

Throne Hall is considered as the first Government House.
13
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Paruskavan Palace, the second Govemment House.
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On 21 June 1933, General Phraya Bahol Balabayuha Sena (Phot
Bahalayodhin) assumed the premiership. The Prime Minister's Office was
moved to Paruskavan Palace.

wasTiseihunmnny
utlguipuauhiusn
The Ananda Samagom
Throne Hall, the first
Govemnment House.
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Suan Kularb Palace, the third Government House,
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When Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram became Prime Minister on 16
December 1938, the Prime Minister's Office was relocated to Suan Kularb
Palace.
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In 1941, during the Great East Asian War, the Japanese discussed
the possibility of renting the premises of Norasingh Villa for use as the
Japanese Embassy in Thailand. However, in March 1941, General Admiral
Chao Phraya Ram Raghop (ML Fua Phungbun), the owner of Norasingh
Villa, wrote to the Minister of Finance, Mr. Pridi Banomyong, proposing
that the government purchase the house for the sum of 2 million Baht
because he considered its size to be above his status and the upkeep too
high. At first the Ministry of Finance declined the offer, but in September
of the same year, Prime Minister Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram felt it
appropriate that the government purchase the premises at an agreed price
of 1 million Baht for use in receiving guests of state. Accordingly, the
regents to King Ananda Mahidol (Rama VIII), namely His Royal Highness
Prince Aditya Dibabha and General Chao Phraya Bijayendra Yodhin (Um
Bijayendra Yodhin), ordered the Ministry of Finance to make payment from
the Crown Property Bureau and placed Norasingh Villa under the care of
the Prime Minister's Office with instructions that as from 1941 onwards
the premises be used for receiving guests of state and as the site of
Government House. Norasingh Villa became known as Thamniap Samakkhi
Chai (Victory of Unity House) and subsequently as Thamniap Ratthaban
(Government House).
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On 29 November 1963, the Cabinet approved the purchase of
Government House from the Crown Property Bureau at a price of
17,780,802.36 Baht (seventeen million seven hundred and eighty thousand
eight hundred and two Baht thirty-six Satang). This price was reached by
adding to the original purchase price the cost of repair and maintenance,
multiplying it by 15 then reducing it by 20% in accordance with

il ; . h
Tharmniap Tha Chang government regulations at the time. The title deed was transferred at the

Bangkok Land Office on 1 October 1969.
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At present, there are altogether 3 groups of buildings in function
within the area of Government House, including:
1. Norasingh Villa, including the area of the former Chulachomklao
Royal Military Academy;
2. Banthomsindh Villa; and

Inci lly, f 1941 1947 when Mr. Pridi B R
ncidentally, from 1941 to 1947 when Mr. Pridi Banomyong, Regent 3. Manangkasila Mansion.

and Senior Statesman, became Prime Minister, the Prime Minister's Office
moved to his residence and office near Tha Chang, or Chang Port, at Wang

. . Each group of buildings has its own history, artistic style and utility
Na which become known as Thamniap Tha Chang.

as follows:
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Norasingh Villa Situated in Dusit Sub-district, Dusit District, Bangkok.
The land was bestowed on General Admiral Chac Phraya Ram Raghop, a
distinguished government official, by King Vajiravudh together with the
necessary funds for the construction and decoration of the residence.

There is no clear evidence showing whether the name Norasingh
Villa was bestowed by King Vajiravudh or given by the owner himself.
Norasingh, however, was the god Vishnu incarnate who subjugated a
fierce demon known as Hiranyakasipu. Norasingh had the head of a lion
and the body of a human. Formerly a full-figure statue of Norasingh graced
the yard of Norasingh Villa.

WAON MATEIEN WAAIMENI RIS (L8NS #ﬂmy
General Admiral Chao Phraya Ram Raghop (ML Fua Phungbun}

. | wisfendennme@uin weeswimilmssumaafonssngniaiodh
o || Picture of Norasingh from “Lilit Naral Sip Pang” (A Treatise on the Ten
incamations of Vishnu) by King Vajiravudh
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Aeral pholograph showing Norasingh Willa or Government House, oppasie
Prem Prachakon Canal. The palace of Admiral His Royal Highness Prince Jumbhorn
Khet Udomsak, which today is the site of Rajamangala University of Techinology Phra
Nakhon, may also be seen.
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The sketch of Norasingh Villa
by Mr. Annibale Rigotti
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Norasingh Villa is situated on a piece of land measuring 4.375
hectares (27.344 rai). In the compound of Norasingh Villa, “the Kraison
Building” or now “the Thai Ku Fah Building” is at the centre with many
surrounding buildings. Most of the surrounding buildings have been
demolished due to the need for larger premises in accordance with the
expansion of government offices. The ariginal buildings which can still be
seen are the Thai Ku Fah Building, the Nari Samoson Building and the
Saeng Athit Building.

Surrounding area and walls

Government House faces the east on Nakhon Pathom Road which
parallels Prem Prachakon Canal. At present, the compound includes the
former location of Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy, and therefore
expands to reach Rajdamnern Nok Avenue opposite the Ministry of
Education on the western side, Phitsanulok Road in the north, and Luk
Luang Road in the south which parallels Padung Krungkasem Canal.

The East Wall This was formerly made of concrete. In 2003, it was
renovated with a wrought iron fence for the APEC Economic Leaders
Meeting, with 3 wrought iron gates beautifully designed to harmonize
with the building. The upper part of the wall on either side of the middle
gate in front of the Thai Ku Fah Building carries a sign bearing the words
Thamniap Ratthaban (Government House). Attached to the columns at the
gate is the seal of the Office of the Prime Minister representing the images
of heraldic lions (rajasi) and mythological lions with the trunk of an
elephant (khotchasi) guarding the Constitution.
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In the time of Norasingh Villa, there was a large pavilion to the
front of the Villa that served as a waiting and reception area. Nakhon
Pathom Road, which passes in front of the gate, was originally a gravel
road, with tamarind trees lining both sides. A beautifully constructed glass
pavilion used as a landing pier stood on the bank of Prem Prachakon
Canal. Each column of the wall was adorned with an emblem showing a
celestial being bearing a sword of state. This emblem was used by General
Admiral Chao Phraya Ram Raghop as his personal seal, since he had
previously been a Royal Page whose duty it was to bear the Sword of State
during the coronation ceremony of King Vajiravudh. As he was of royal
descent, he was permitted to use an image of a celestial being bearing a
sword of state as his seal. If he had been a commoner, he would have had
to use an image of a young man instead of a celestial being.
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General Admiral Chao Phraya Ram Raghop

the coronation ceremony of King Vajiravudh
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General Admiral Chao Phrava Ramn Raghop.
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The South Wall parallels Luk Luang Road
and Phadung Krung Kasem Canal.
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The South Wall at present.
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The South Wall Formerly, there were two large gates and two
small gates. Today, however, the only gate in current use is the newly
renovated gate near the present-day Secretariat of the Cabinet building.
Another two gates were built near the former Chulachomklac Royal
Military Academy. In this area, a new building has been constructed
modeled after the former Chulachomklac Royal Military Academy building,
for use as offices of the Secretariat of the Cabinet.
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The North Wall There are two gates. The first gate, located in the
East, is made of wrought iron which allows a beautiful view of the Thai Ku
Fah Building, the Santi Maitri Building, as well as the grounds and garden.
The second one is located near the Office of the Permanent Secretary. At
the end of the wall, where it adjoins the former Chulachomklao Royal
Military Academy, there used to be another small gate.

In the past, there was a canal located near this side of the wall, and
there were tram tracks along the other side of the canal. Today, this has
become Phitsanulok Road.

The West Wall Along Rajdamnern Nok Road, there is a gate
opposite the Ministry of Education. Formerly, the wall ran along the edge
of a natural moat that separates Government House and the former
Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy. Today, the wall has been removed
and the landscape has been developed.
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IN THE COMPOUND OF GOVERNMENT HOUSE

Grounds and Garden in front of the Thai Ku Fah Building
Passing through the front gate on the eastern side of Government House,
visitors are greeted by a large lush green circular lawn which fills the area in
front of the Thai Ku Fah Building. Several ancient cannons mounted on
stands are placed in various positions at the edge of the lawn. In the centre
of the front facade is a porch covering the driveway that is part of the road
skirting the front circular lawn. This road gradually inclines above ground
level because the Thai Ku Fah Building is raised 1.75 metres above the
ground.

The front lawn is used on special occasions, such as state
receptions to mark His Majesty the King's Birthday Anniversary, other
auspicious events and the official welcome to visiting Heads of State. On
the National Children’s Day, the Prime Minister greets the youth on this

lawn.
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The majestic Thai Ku Fah Building represents one of the finest
examples of architectural and interior decoration style. The architectural
style of the building is Venetian Gothic, modeled after Venice's Ca'd'Oro of
around 1309 — 1424 A.D. The building was surrounded on all four sides by
canals, just like the city of Venice. (At present the canals are evident on
three sides only, because the northern canal had been filled in for the
construction of Phitsanulok Road.)
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The name “Thai Ku Fah” was given to the building during the
administration of Prime Minister Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram. Originally,
during the days of Norasingh Villa, it was known as “the Kraison Building.”
It is likely that the owner of the house chose to use the personal name of
Phra Chao Barommawongse Ther Krom Luang Rak Ronnaret or His Royal
Highness Prince Kraison who was the founder of the Phungbun na
Ayudhya line.

The [talian team engaged by King Chulalongkorn for the
construction of the Ananda Samagom Throne Hall in 1898 was
commissioned to design and construct Norasingh Villa. Construction of the
Ananda Samagom Throne Hall was only completed, however, under the
reign of King Vajiravudh (Rama VI), who also commissioned the same team
to design and construct the residence at the sametime. Among them were:
engineers Messrs. Carlo Allegri and Giovanni Gollo; architects Messrs,
Annibale Rigotti Ercole Manfredi and Mario Tamagno, and interior
designers Messrs. Carlo Rigoli and Vittorio Novi.
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Construction had not been completed, however, in particular the
Kraison Building (Thai Ku Fah Building), when King Vajiravudh passed away
and the ltalian experts had to return to their country. General Admiral
Chao Phraya Ram Raghop therefore stayed in the Phra Khan Building or
the present Nari Samoson Building.

When Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram became Prime Minister, he
relocated the Prime Minister's Office to these premises. He then assigned
Professor Silpa Bhirasri (formerly Corrado Feroci), a Florentine working with
the Department of Fine Arts, to head a team of students from the Crafts
Department of the School of Fine Arts (later raised in status to the
University of Fine Arts with Professor Silpa Bhirasri as the first Rector) to
complete the construction work and continue with the decoration until
work was finished and the building completed as we see it today.
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The members of the team under the leadership of Professor Silpa
Bhirasri who could be identified included His Serene Highness Prince
Samaichalerm Kridagara, Mr. Siwawong Kunjara na Ayudhya, Mr. Sanit
Ditthaphan, Mr. Prasong Patamanuch, Mr. Sala Tapphadit, Mr. Prachit
Vamananda,  Mr. Suchat Kunjara na Ayudhya, Mr. Oeb Yuvabukka, Mr.
Pradit Yuvabukka, Mr. Leuan Pukkaphong and Mr. Sakka Charuchinda. Mr.
Pradit Yuvabukka, National Artist of the year 2001 in the category of
Architecture and one of the former School of Fine Arts students, when
interviewed on 6 July 2004, mentioned that at that time the dome and
bas-reliefs were finished. What was left was the painting using the high
quality paint colours kept in the basement. Professor Silpa Bhirasri himself
designed the various colours and patterns.
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Architectural Style: Thai Ku Fah Building is a two-storey building.
Additions have been made to the upper level at the southern corner,
however, giving it the appearance of a three-storey building. There are
neither window panels nor a roof on the third storey, however. These
additions have been made to create a balance with the northern corner
which is capped with a domed roof. The rooftop is designed with a narrow
walkway which extends all around the building.

For the exterior of the building, specially washed stones were used
to create porous effects on the walls and cornices. There are also exquisite
sculptural decorations on cornices, arched entrances and windows,
porches, balconies, columns, eaves, brackets eave-boards and wall panels.

The floor plan of the building is in a horse-shoe shape, with rooms
on both wings connected by a large stairway set in the centre beneath a
dome-shaped ceiling that is beautifully decorated.

The lower level is raised 1.75 metres above the ground. In the
centre of the front facade is a porch covering the driveway that is part of
the road skirting the front circular lawn. This road gradually inclines to 1.25
metres above ground level. There are 5 steps up leading to the entrance
and 3 steps further inside to make a total elevation of 50 centimetres to
enter the building.

45



yonaednuuiifuaiedh neselsaduusmedowin anusate
ulude Anansadudundenlnuuseivgulseiunnssugunsenam
itﬁuéiqﬁﬂﬁaﬂ%mz‘iﬁn'lﬂmjﬂn nauRaunseenuuuy waevaelave
suilanes v innie bo  wURLIAT ﬁ’tuﬁ:uifuﬂ‘szﬁvgw
defuorfing? o wwey we. beon mluveuwa ouey AnAYes
Juueniguuniuazdninavidnisureniguunilaiinisuiuleadn
wisduiia (nsn3a) u.azé’mti:umzﬂmu%ﬂszﬁijﬂai‘uqnéﬁ s
ey wa. bewo alewaien vidn  udlegns Wuweniguued

duyunanianuisyuliufausiveusimouuu  §uussguisng
Urzsuutiuuaznszanmuantnensswuuingauiadeanda Adfaus
wouluulmivsuy  fedsssunlvgmdoduuinmeduiin wasded
Uisgdhevnesngwdivudn 4 8n e 4

On the roof of the central section of the Thai Ku Fah Building is a
terrace with a decorated cornice. In the middle is a pedestal on which
stands an image of Brahma which is the celestial guardian of the Thai Ku
Fah Building. The Department of Fine Arts cast this bronze image,
measuring about 60 centimetres across, and placed it on the pedestal on
Sunday 26 April 1964, during the premiership of Field Marshal Thanom
Kittikachorn. During the renovation by the Secretariat of the Prime
Minister, the arch above the pedestal was remodeled and the Shrine was
raised to a higher elevation. Upon completion of the renovation, the image
of Brahma was put in the new place on Friday 14 March 1997 during the
administration of General Chaovalit Yongchaiyudh.

At the central portico, the edge of the upper wall as well as the
windows and door frames are arched stucco mouldings and glass panes
decorated in the Venetian Gothic style, intermingled with Byzantine
patterns. Over the entrance, there is a large terrace and two doors to the
left and right leading to small terraces.
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The part of the building that connects the central portico and the
two apses on the left and right is topped with cornices decorated with
alternating high and low plagues bearing the crest of the Prime Minister's
Office in stucco bas relief, typical of Venetian Gothic architecture. The
arched windows are decorated in similar style to those of the central
portico. The upper windows are in the lancet arch style set on the ground.
The windows of the lower level have been designed with a lattice
patterned balustrade. Above the arches are patterned clerestories set in
square frames. Below are sections of balustrade that match the arches
above. In the middle of the southern wing is another smaller space with a
dome-shaped roof.
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A square angle tower standing as tall as a three-storey building is at
the southeastern corner. The most noticeable features are the large gables
on the arched door on the second floor and the elegant pillars in Gothic
style. There is no frame or roof covering the recess on the third floor. A
small octagonal flagstaff can be seen of the top of this square tower. The
uppermost part of the octagonal flagstaff is tastefully capped with a
tapering stucco cornice which supports the flagpole.

The northeastern corner is dominated by a concrete dome, and
therefore the windows and doors of this circular wing are more elaborately
decorated. The dome is finished in gold mosaic.

The northwestern side is the back of the building. It is capped by a
small dome, and there is a small spiral stairway connecting the floors
leading to the rooftop.

On the western side or the back of the Thai Ku Fah Building is a
stairway rising from the exterior of the building as an extension that was
later added to the outside of the building in the shape of a half-moon. The
stairway folds to the left and right with an intermediate landing. The
balustrade is decorated in the same style as the walls and windows of the
upper and lower levels.

The southwestern corner is completed as a hexagonal apse with a
nine-step half-moon stairway for access.

51



52

;
I1
5
1!".
!
1
o
1
1
A

:
»
Z

o

AN LYUTITUTIBAT  Audta  Szilee wazdatesiadn

R

Usrsuyuthuthugln udrethe Sesvsivenths Tdulivein seuma U,
fyaasnsiu &l wswinlln wiveneviuiasendeeginuusdnd
Induvennn  wszAavdelsza  aseminudvestuiadln
dwumsdrinuenisuuns fseumoIAsiy WeUseivg  gawnnng
wrivdndunhdnl seawa U, Ayaasesin wWasudugdln dean
JuvAsudunrdivassivdisnunSgsssuyndaguiagiy

Outside the building, there is a multitude of sculptures of roosters.
Some of these sculptures present only the head while others the torso.
These sculptures appear beneath each window frame and seem to be
supporting the windows. They can also be found at the end of each drain
which carries rainwater from the roof of the building to the ground below:.
Even the supporting beams of the balcony are decorated with these rooster
heads. It is said that Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram ordered them made
during renovations of the Thai Ku Fah Building because he was born in the
Year of the Rooster. However, many former residents of Norasingh Villa
argue that these rooster heads are older because Khunying Prachuab, wife
of the former owner, was born in the Year of the Rooster. As for the seal of
the Office of the Prime Minister which adorns various parts of the building,
according to Mr. Pradit Yuvabukka, in their place used to be the image of a
lion's head. Then, it was changed to a rooster by Field Marshal P,
Pibulsonggram and, later, the images of heraldic lions (rajasi) and
mythological lions with the trunk of an elephant (khotchasi) guarding the
Constitution as seen today.
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Inside the Thai Ku Fah Building, in the centre is a large reception
hall with marble staircases on both sides, which wind their way to the
second floor. The important rooms include:
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The Golden Dome Room: This room at the far right corner of the
building forms the lower floor of the square angle tower. It is used as an
antechamber for guests of the Prime Minister before entering the Ivory
Room to the right. The ceiling of the Golden Dome Room is curved and
decorated with motifs in a variety of colours, predominantly gold. Inside
the room, European-style chairs, Thai silk curtains, and handwoven carpets
are in matching gold colour.
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The Ivory Room: This is the official reception room for guests of the
Prime Minister, situated in the right wing of the building. It is a long,
rectangular room which has been divided into two sections. The outer
section is used as a reception area where visiting dignitaries and palitical
leaders are welcomed on arrival and where the visitors' book is signed. In
the innermost section, a full-lengths portrait of King Bhumibol Adulyadej
(Rama IX) standing in full regal robes, holding a sword in both hands,
adorns the wall directly to the front. This portrait was painted by Mrs. Pranee
Nimsamoe, a government official and renowned artist of the Department
of Fine Arts. There are also three portraits in the Thai contemporary style by
Assistant Professor Preecha Thaothong and Mr. Panya Vijinthanasarn. This
section is used to formally welcome guests of the Prime Minister, and to
hold ceremonies to bestow royal decorations on distinguished foreigners.
On key auspicious occasions, the Prime Minister, on behalf of the
government and all Thai people, presents gifts to His Majesty the King and
Her Majesty the Queen in this inner section of the Ivory Room.
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The Purple Room: The room is located on the ground floor to the
left side of the building. There are two reception areas: the outer area is
the large reception room; and the inner area which is the ground floor of
the large dome. Accordingly, the ceiling in this inner room is decorated
with glass painted with the pictures of birds and trees, hidden in which
there are lamps to magnify the beauty of the dome. The outer room,
which is located at the front of the left wing of the building, is a large
room with decorative ceiling covered with golden leaves. The decoration of
these two rooms is in purple. Both of these rooms are used to receive
guests of the Prime Minister, the Deputy Prime Ministers and Ministers
attached to the Prime Minister's Office. On some occasions, the Purple
Room is used as a venue for signing of official agreements and holding
lunch banguets.
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The Green Room: To the west of the Purple Room is a large meeting
room known as the Green Room. This room was originally used to hold
receptions for state guests.

At present it is used for meetings of committees presided over by
the Prime Minister, the Deputy Prime Ministers and Ministers attached to
the Prime Minister's Office.
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Pictures of the 24 Thai Prime Ministers from the past to the present
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On the upper level of the Thai Ku Fah Building, the middle section is
a large hall surrounded by corridors. The marble stairway leading to the
upper floor branches off to the left and right. The rooms to the right are
used as the office of the Prime Minister and the Prime Minister's dining
room, while to the left are the offices of the Secretary-General to the Prime
Minister, political appointees and officials of the Secretariat of the Prime
Minister who are assigned to the Prime Minister and the Secretary-General
to the Prime Minister.

The central hall on the second floor is exquisitely decorated, and its
beauty can be seen from the ground floor. The large dome is adorned with
stucco motifs and bright colours decorate the ceilings. Each marble column
and walls on all sides are elaborately decorated with cornices as well as
finely executed original European marble and bronze sculptures and two
precious contemporary sculptures by Mr. Sitthidet Sanghiran.
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In 1989, the Thai Ku Fah Building received an award for excellence in
building preservation from the Association of Siamese Architects under the
Royal Patronage of His Majesty the King.
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The Nari Samoson Building: Constructed at the same time as the
Thai Ku Fah Building, the Nari Samoson Building is a single storey structure
in the western style located to the rear of the Thai Ku Fah Building. It
stands at the upper end of the moat on the southwestern side. The former
owner, General Admiral Chao Phraya Ram Raghop, most likely named this
building “Phra Khan" because, in his previous appointment as Royal Page,
it was his duty to bear the Sword of State (“Phra Khan") during the
Coronation of King Vajiravudh.

During the premiership of Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram, its name
was changed from “Phra Khan" to "Nari Samoson.” The building was
given to Thanphuying La-iad Pibulsonggram to use for official meetings
and activities under her responsibility.

Later, during the premierships of Field Marshal Srisdi Dhanarajata
and Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn, the building was used for
important administrative work and its name was changed to "Tuek
Borihan" or administration building.
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The Saeng Athit Building: Located to the south of the Nari Samoson
Building, the owner named this building "Saeng Athit" (sunshine) probably
because he was born on Sunday. It is a three-storey tower building with a
spiral staircase leading to the second and third floor. At the end of the
staircase is a door to the outside. Formerly, there was a connecting bridge
leading to the Phungbun Building and other buildings. However, at
present, only the shade of the staircase remains. The Phungbun Building,
along with other buildings comprising the same group, was demolished to
make way for the construction of a new administrative building.

The Nari Samoson Building and the Saeng Athit Building have been
consistently renovated and in 2001 the interior decoration was
reconfigured, separating the rooms into the offices of the government
spokesperson and deputies, a press conference room and reception room.
In 2005, the Nari Samoson Building and the Saeng Athit Building received
an award for excellence in building preservation from the Association of
Siamese Architects under the Royal Patronage of His Majesty the King.
Nowadays, the buildings are used as the Government Press Office.

78 79



= o/

AnNduRluns

SANTI MAITRI BUILDING



82

= = =l z L - - - ' = o

andudlumi  aeegiruiimniiovesdninegirlunwaiduaiu
wumhlumeiessiuesniduiy  uiintuisisniugalssinm o wns
afaduin o it guunluduvas anaaduandas Wl
amnanuwds  daluaulinenlivszdy  dgrnimAugeusuialng
IJ LY ar a i
pginany  Uegduuivusudulasnans  vdamyausuindaveiun

1) ar d al
wazanusisinamdunszanihaeaeiugngnwiielalassaiimdin
J‘ - I a £ - 1 )
Aulasnanayiugsudnduausunussasdidulidng  ludiu
UsequiUnasegiaueln  boom d1Un@vIEANITUIEATEUUNT
o o w a ' = a 4 o www
Uuupsaanuiainnituaml sudedesseudumadudentaiule
fAndudlusidunziueendon “dAnduilunivdwuen” dundaiiey

fimnusnSon “AndudlusSnaslu”

The Santi Maitri Building: This building is located to the north of the
Thai Ku Fah Building. It faces east and is aligned with the Thai Ku Fah
Building. It is a single storey building raised about 1 metre off the ground
and comprises two parallel wings at the rear which are accessed by a
connecting arcade. Between these two wings is a square-shaped marble
yard set with a fountain. Previously, the courtyard was open, but it has now
been renovated to be the central hall, covered by polycarbonate roof and
decorative glass ceiling with pictures of flowers and plants. The central hall
is paved with marble and is designed for multipurpose use. During the
APEC Economic Leaders Meeting in 2003, the Secretariat of the Prime
Minister renovated the area and built a stage at the end of the hall. The
corridors around the hall are connected. The eastern section of this
building is called “the Outer Wing of the Santi Maitri Building” while the
western section is known as “the Inner Wing of the Santi Maitri Building.
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The Outer Wing of the Santi Maitri Building: Constructed in 1954
during the premiership of Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram, its architect was
ML Pum Malakul who based the architectural and decorative styles on the
Thai Ku Fah Building. The Santi Maitri Building is used for various
government functions such as welcoming receptions for visiting foreign
dignitaries and the presentation of royal decorations and awards, as well as
for meetings and seminars. It is also used as a reception area for groups of
people paying courtesy calls on the Prime Minister, such as schoolchildren,
students, government officials, local officials, village headmen, and others.
Various Prime Ministers have also used this building to meet members of
the media and give press interviews.

The Outer Wing of the Santi Maitri Building was renovated and
expanded to the rear of the stage for the APEC Economic Leaders Meeting
in 2003. An oil painting portrait of King Bhumibol Adulyadej and Queen
Sirikit by an artist of the Department of Fine Arts adorns the wall of this
room.

The building comprises a large reception hall with a stage and a
small reception room in the south called the Yellow Room.
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The Inner Wing of the Santi Maitri Building: Constructed during the
premiership of Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn, the architect for the
building was Colonel Chira Silpakanok. As the rooms in the Outer Wing of
the Santi Maitri Building were too small for large receptions, the Inner
Wing of the Santi Maitri Building was constructed, also following the
architectural design and decorative style of the Thai Ku Fah Building. The
large hall of the Inner Wing of the Santi Maitri Building is used for
receptions, meetings, seminars, and the presentation of decorations and
awards. The Prime Minister also uses this room together with the Quter
Wing of the Santi Maitri Building to meet members of the media and give
press interviews. There is no stage in this hall. An oil painting portrait of
King Bhumibol Adulyadej by Mr. Chakrabhand Posayakrit adorns the walls
of this room.

To the south of the hall is a room used for welcoming guests,
known as the Blue Room. Three oil paintings by Mr. Chakrabhand
Posayakrit adorn its walls of this room.
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The (former) Command Building 2: This is a five-storey concrete
building situated in the southeastern corner. It was constructed during the
premiership of Field Marshal Srisdi Dhanarajata. The building, built in
contemporary style, was designed by Mr. Duang Yossundara. The angular
shape of building follows the line of the connecting walls and preserves the
style of the original structure, namely the wooden Phloi Nopphakhao
Building, which followed the line of the walls.

The Phloi Nopphakhao Building was a nine-roomed building, with
each room named after gems in nine different colours. When Field Marshal
P. Pibulsonggram was Prime Minister the building was used as the Office of
the National Culture Council and the Prime Minister's Office. This area was
also the site of the Phran Building. It is likely that the building was given
the name Phran (which means hunter) because the owner was Vice-
President of the Wild Tigers Corps during the reign of King Rama VI.

The new structure was given the name Banchakan (command)
Building because the then Prime Minister used it as his own office where
commands and directives were signed. It is known as the former
Banchakan Building because a new Banchakan Building has since been
constructed. At present, the building is used as the Secretariat of the Prime
Minister.
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The (new) Command Building 1: This five-storey concrete building is
situated between the (former) Command Building 2 and the Saeng Athit
Building. The building was constructed while Field Marshal Thanom
Kittikachorn was Prime Minister, because he felt that the existing
Command Building was too small to handle the increasing amount of
official work. So, the construction of the (new) Command Building was
begun in 1969. A connecting walkway joins the buildings on the second,
third and fourth floors. The designer was Colonel Chira Silpakanok. Upon
completion of construction, the Prime Minister's Office was relocated to
the new premises and the building given the name the (new) Command
Building after the former building. Later, in 1989, the meeting room for the
Cabinet was built on the roof of the building.
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At present, this building houses the offices of the Deputy Prime
Ministers, Ministers attached to the Prime Minister's Office, Deputy
Secretaries-General to the Prime Minister, political appointees and various
divisions under the Secretariat of the Prime Minister. As well, there are
meeting rooms for the Cabinet and various committees and sub-
committees appointed by the Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Ministers and
Ministers attached to the Prime Minister's Office.

In the time of the original owner, the area currently occupied by the
(new) Command Building was the site of many other buildings. Among
them was the two-storey Sarathun Building (Tuek Khwang) which occupied
the area now used as the canteen for the staff of Secretariat of the Prime
Minister. This building was then used as living quarters for family members.
The second floor had a covered walkway which extended to the north
connecting the building with the Phungbun Building. From there, the
walkway turned eastwards to connect with the Bunyasai Building and the
Yen Building. These three buildings formed the residence of the owner and
were all connected by a covered walkway. Another walkway connected the
building with the Saeng Athit Building providing access to the Phra Khan
Building or the Nari Samoson Building at present.
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When Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram first changed the name of
Norasingh Villa to “Thamniap Samakkhichai” he used this group of
buildings as the Office of the Prime Minister, as well as his private quarters.
The names of the “Sarathun and Phungbun Buildings,” along with other
buildings in that group, were later changed to “the June 24 Building”, to
commemorate the day that the country was changed from absolute
monarchy to a democracy with the monarch as head of state.
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The Office of the Permanent Secretary: The three-storey building
housing the Office of the Permanent Secretary stands in the same
alignment with the Secretariat of the Cabinet Building. It was built during
the premiership of Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram. It was first used as the
venue of a meeting of the Southeast Asian Treaty Organization (SEATO)
held in 1957 and supported by a budget from SEATO. The building was
then known as known as the Patthana Building. After SEATO had vacated
the building, it became the Office of the Permanent Secretary up to today.
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During the days of Norasingh Villa, this area was the site of three
buildings, namely “Tuek Chai Chot,” “Tuek Tha-le” and a teak house of
Phra Phathairajasathapit, an estate manager of the owner of the house. A
small moat separated the buildings, with a covered footbridge. The front of
the Chai Chot Building was once adorned with delicately carved life-sized
marble lions in a crouching position. They have been relocated to the
stairway leading to the Outer Wing of the Santi Maitri Building.
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The Secretariat of the Prime Minister Building (formerly Building 44) :
The building serves as the offices of the permanent government officials,
namely Deputy Secretaries-General to the Prime Minister for Administrative
Affairs, Advisars to the Prime Minister, Specialists, and several departments.
Formerly, the building was used as the premises of the Office of the Army
Comptroller. The Secretariat of the Prime Minister has developed the
interior decoration and the landscape in the area by converting the tennis
court in front of the building to a garden with the marble fountain
removed from the hall of the Santi Maitri Building. The Secretariat of the
Prime Minister obtained the budget for the improvements during the APEC
Economic Leaders Meeting, which was held at Government House in 2003.
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The Secretariat of the Cabinet Building: Built in 1950, when Field
Marshal P. Pibulsonggram was Prime Minister, this two-storey building of
contemporary style was the first new building in the Government House
compound.
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At the time when it was still known as Norasingh Villa, this area was
occupied by a two-storey wooden building which was used as the
residence and office of Nai Rajachamnong, an estate manager of General
Admiral Chao Phraya Ram Raghop.
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The Six-storey Building: This building was constructed in 1968,
during the premiership of Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn, as an
extension of the Phatthana Building and for use as the office of Bureau of
the Budget. After the Bureau of the Budget was relocated elsewhere in
1987, it has been used as the Office of the Permanent Secretary.
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The Office of the National Security Council Building
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During the premiership of Mr. Banharn Silpa-Archa (1995 -1996),
the Secretariat of the Cabinet and the Office of the National Security
Council constructed new office buildings in the compound of the former
Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy. The architect of the Department
of Fine Arts the designed new buildings following the style of the existing
2 Red Buildings as follows:

The Red Building 4, located to the rear of the Red Building 3, which
is occupied by the Secretariat of the Cabinet for use as offices and the
meeting venue of the Cabinet.

The Red Building 5, located to the rear of the Red Building 1, is
utilised by the Office of the National Security Council.
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Education Division, Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy: This area
encompasses 20 rai (just over 8 acres) within the boundary of the west wall
of Government House with a moat running between it and the original
Government House compound. Formerly, this was the quarters of the Third
Battalion, First Infantry Regiment. In 1938, the premises were used as the
Royal Military Technical Academy which later merged with the existing
Royal Military College in 1946. On 1 January 1948, King Bhumibol
Adulyade] bestowed the institution with the name Chulachomklac Royal
Military Academy. The Academy used this area as the headquarters of its
Education Division. After the Chulachomklac Royal Military Academy
moved to Nakhon Nayok Province, the Cabinet on 31 March 1987
approved in principle the use of the premises by the Prime Minister's Office
as well as the conversion of these premises into part of Government
House.
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The main buildings which have historical importance are the 3 buildings
situated on the front yard facing Rajdamnern Nok Avenue which were built
in the European Style during the reign of King Rama V. The wall was
painted in red in the same style as the buildings of the Chulachomklao
Royal Military Academy and the Royal Thai Army Headquarters located on
the other side of Padung Krungkasem Canal and Rajdamnern Nok Avenue.
The central building has 3 stories with the motif gable with Phra Kiao (or a
head ornament of high-ranking members of the royal family), which was
the royal emblem of King Rama V, on the upper part and the crest of the
First Royal Infantry Regiment on the lower part. The subordinate apses are
decorated with the motives of Phra Kiao.
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At present, the Red Building 1 in the middle is used by the Office of
the Royal Development Projects Board (ORDPB).

The Red Building 2 on the right houses the library of the Secretariat
of the Cabinet.

The Red Building 3 on the left was previously occupied by the Office
of the Thai Trade Representative, under the Secretariat of the Prime
Minister.
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Building 20 Bu

Inside the former Education Division of the Chulachomklao Royal
Military Academy, there are several buildings which serve as the offices of
government agencies under the Office of the Prime Minister as well as the
offices of the commissions set up in accordance to the government political
agenda.

Building 11 is the office of the Household and Vehicles Division, the
Secretariat of the Prime Minister.

Building 18 a two-storey contemporary style building, serves as the

living quarters for the security police.

Building 20 is built in the contemporary style and occupied by the
Office of the Consumer Protection Board.

Building 26 is a three-storey building in the same style of the Red
Building 20. It is the office of Household and Vehicles Division and the
Finance Division, the Secretariat of the Prime Minister.

Building 41 is a three-storey building in the contemporary style. In
the past, the building was occupied by the Assets Capitalization Bureau.

The Secretariat of the Prime Minister is planning to develop the land
in front of the Red Building into a four-storey underground parking area
and remove Buildings 11, 18, 20 and 26 in order to improve the landscape.
The plan is to cover the area with a lawn and decorative flowers to match
the architectural style of the Red Buildings 1, 2 and 3 which are regarded
as historical buildings.
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King Vajiravudh (Rama Vi)
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HISTORY AND BACKGROUND

Phitsanulok Mansion is situated on a piece of land with the
present area of 23 rai, 2 ngarn and 10 square wah'. Situated at no. 426-
428 Phitsanulok Road in Dusit Sub-district, Dusit District, Bangkak, this
historic house was formerly named "Villa Banthomsin”. The property was
bestowed by King Vajiravudh (Rama VI), together with the necessary funds
for the construction and decoration of the residence, on Major General
Chao Phraya Aniruth Dheva (ML Fuen Phungbuny, the youngest son of
Phraya Prasith Suphakarn (MR Lamai Phungbun) and Phra Nom That’. King
Vajiravudh freguently paid personal visits to the villa to watch or play sports

at the Villa's sport grounds.

! The Secretariat of the Prime Minister, Master Plan for the Usage of Land in Government House,
Phitsanulok Mansion and Manangkasila Mansion.A7 Corporation Co., Ltd.: Bangkok, 1999. P2.11/5

2 Major General Phraya Aniruth Dheva (ML Fuen Phungbun) started his service as a page of the Royal
Chambers. He was promoted Nai Sunthorn Manomai (Captain of the Royal Pages), Master of the Horse of
the Assavaraj Division (Guards Cavalry Regiment), and then became Luang Sak Maiwane (Master of the King's
Household), Jamuen Sri Sorarak, Chief of the Royal Bedchamber. He rose to become Major General Phraya
Aniruth Dheva, Chief of the Royal Pages and Chief of the Royal Performing Arts Department (Director General of
the Fine Arts Department) and Major General, Commander of the Royal Guard and Deputy Chief Aide-de-Camp
General to the King with insignia of rank equivalent to a Minister at that time.

* Phra Nom That (Khunying Prasith Suphakarn) entered the royal service during the reign of King
Chulalongkorn. She was later selected as a “royal wet nurse™ to Phra Chao Lukya Ther Chao Fah Maha
Vajiravudh (son by Queen Sri Savarindira the Queen Grandmother) and appointed “Phra Nom That” in the
reign of King Vajiravudh. She gave birth to one daughter and two sons, who all served as close aides of the
King. ML Chua Phungbun,the eldest sister, worked as a royal household officer caring for the royal robes and
later appointed “Thao Indra Suriya®.

ML Fua Phungbun was greatly favoured by King Vajiravudh and promoted to General Admiral Chao
Phraya Ram Raghop, Royal Page Regent and Chief Aide-de-Camp General to King Vajiravudh, ML Fuen
Phungbun was also greatly favoured by King Vajiravudh and promoted to Major General Phraya Aniruth Dhava,
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Bestowed on the courtier by King Vajiravudh, Villa Banthomsin was
built on a plot of land of around 50 rai. 80 years ago, the plot was
considered to be on the outskirts of Bangkok®. It was a paddy field
adjacent to the Assavaraj Division (Guards Cavalry Regiment), whose
stables and track were very far from the Grand Palace’, the city centre at
the time. At that time, transportation was difficult, horse riding was
necessary. The construction started with the excavation of a big pond and
leveling the land with the excavated soil. Some of the foundation stones of
the main villa were transported from Ratchaburi and Saraburi. The design
of the building was commissioned by King Vajiravudh on two Italian
architects, Messrs. Mario Tamagno® and Annibale Rigotti’, who were
temporarily unoccupied from supervising the construction of the Ananda
Samagom Throne Hall.

sPrEsently the Royal Turf Club under the Royal Patronage.

o Outlying districts like Minburi or Nong Chok District today.

“ Mr. Mario Tarmagno was born 1877 in Kaly. He was an award-winning architect who came to work in
Thailand from 1900 during the reign of King Rama V|, serving the Thai court for 25 years. His masterpiece was
Makawan Rangsan Bridge. He teamed up with many architects to create elegant architectural pieces, including
Ampornsatharn Throne Hall, Aphisekdusit Throne Hall, Benjamaborpit Temple, Villa Norasingh, Phitsanulok
Mansion, :;.ﬂinistr]'I of Commerce, Ministry of Finance, etc. He passed away in 1941 at the age of 64.

Mr. Annibale Rigotti was born 1870 in Piemonte Region, Italy. He first came to Thailand during 1907-
1909 in the reign of King Rama V to produce a masterpiece, the Ananda Samagom Throne Hall in the Royal
Plaza, returning to Thailand in the reign of King Rama VI. His renowned work was the Gothic style stucco of
Government House and the garden in the Saranrom Palace. Rigotti travelled back to Italy in 1926 and died in
1968 at the age of 98,
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The construction of an Italian Barogue styled house commenced in
1922, phase by phase, starting with the building of “Khu Jai House”,
which was the first small house built on this 50-rai parcel of land.

This small house was intended to be the residence of Phraya
Aniruth Dheva, his wife Khunying Chalao and family members during the
construction of the main building. The construction of Villa Banthomsin
was completed in 1925 with the “main villa” as the principle structure
surrounded by auxiliary buildings e.g. “Yao Jai House”®, “Tarakumnan
House™®, Kalamparkorn House and other row houses.
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King Vajiravudh occasionally made private visits to the Villa. He would change his attire at this house
when he came to watch or play sports here, He would play tennis with his cown servants and foreigners and
would often play English-style horseback pole. Horses were walked from the Assavaraj Division opposite the
Villa.

127



128

mnﬂ‘svm‘lwmﬂmnmwssmuﬁuﬁumLm'lmuuamuniunwmu'lu
suningiunlddunsindadususiuusn mmawmmunuumﬂmq
ferludls “Fnstsiifanee wazausfnduty o $ue wndeadne
‘LUmmuumﬂmqmnni mamuhﬂmgn%”Lﬂumq‘lﬂmn'lwumﬂan
FuansuaTuansrams nmnm‘[sn1.mesﬂﬂuuavaml.smﬂamaaﬂum
auu‘tﬂmmumaumwmmn’[wu

Anlngji3unearalunnsdny oo jusuvermsuuuy
vd@eu 1nn 3lada (Venetian Gothic Revival) aomaduin o $u
fveddddu  ndsprdunidvindulon  fenedh  asenustennts
swamgnameyutuesliunzadn Meunusumheimsiivssiunssy
sUusealusmudugd vszumandanseungindndregiansansy
A3l IALNGTY wiviwmuLﬂuamanumﬂivmmvna UssAunssy
miwmuswnauquaswaquu;muﬂaﬂuawawmmlmy-mﬁwm
18310 “mumswuﬁuq uenvniluauudreinlvgdeiimeauns
vunvivenied mssdsdeaneindnna u.a.,w':.,i*l'nmu'lmﬁuwam
wiseumenszswmgisuinegunsiluly  wedhdupuwsnitduih
m"ml.am-n'luwiuiwwﬁmm %unsmﬂmLaauﬂw.ﬂums.lwal.ﬁaﬂwwafaa
fnwmszesrnszanelinem (waiu Reyg meluvinudu
figiviemifiansnumeaunmguasauwuuglsy

®o

aluarinnsiamguaulddudninem. .
wizaaEiRimaLavaseusfaninegrarelioufioedelugotuumarwuame.

129



130

From the main gate of the Villa, one can first see huge plant pots
growing trained ebony. Turning right along the asphalt-paved road will
lead one to Tarakumnan House", the sporting ground and a 2-storey
house". On the left of the big plant pots is a road that leads to the main
villa. It is a pine tree-lined road dotted with Roman sculptures of human
and animal figures which joins the encircling road in front of the main villa.

The construction of the Venetian Gothic Revival style building
commenced in 1923. It is a 3-storey building, with a basement, deck roof
and a dome. The exterior of the building was decorated with stucco and
delicately carved wood motifs. The front lawn has a fountain pond with a
sculpture of Narai Banthomsin, bestowed by King Vajiravudh as a crest of
the Phungbun Family, set on a stone pedestal. Thus, the villa was named
“Banthomsin”. On the lawn beside the villa stood a life-size horse
sculpture in copper imported from ltaly. It was a gift as a symbol of royal
favour to Nai Sunthorn Manomai, the trusted Master of the Horse who
rode in the processions of various royal ceremonies, who was then
appointed General of the Sua Pa Ma Luang Royal Guard (Wild Tigers
Corps) Phraya Aniruth Dheva (ML Fuen Phungbun). The villa grounds were

beautifully landscaped with grass lawns and European-style gardens.

" The house was once an office of the Women's Cultural Club.
z Phraya Saleeratthavipak and his family resided in this house for many years before moving to the
family home in Sapan Kwai District.
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Walking up the marble stairs at the entrance to the main villa, one
will find a big hall used as reception room and living room, with marble-
clad columns and glossy delicately-patterned teakwood parquet floor. On
the left is a magnificent reception room, with a two-pronged staircase
decorated with wall fountain where fresh water flows down from the
mouth of a neatly carved stone lion head into a small marble basin. This
reception room can be used as a dance hall for an evening party. Looking
through the windows in this room, a Roman-style suspension bridge
crossing a big pond can be seen. In the middle of the pond is an island
with a spirit house located on a miniature mountain surrounded by tropical
groves. To the right of the main hall is a reception room or drawing room,
whose windows provide a view of the large lawn with the copper horse
sculpture. Further beyond is Tarakamnun House, the sporting ground and
watercourses for thirsty horses. At the back of both rooms is the butler's
pantry. At the far end of the hall is an open-newel spiral staircase leading
to the second and third floors.
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On the second floor, there are bedchambers on both sides of the
corridor. The main bedchamber of the owner is on the left wing,
overlooking a pond and forested groves. The chamber was once painted in
pink, the birthday colour of Phraya Aniruth Dheva. The bed is placed at the
middle of a semi-circular room with an array of carved armoires for
keeping attires, sleeping gowns and others accessories at the far end. The
square windows boast a circular stained glass design, kaleidoscopically
mesmerizing in daylight. Curtains of pale blue velvet line the semi-circular
room.

The ceiling is stately high for good air ventilation, and is decorated
with paintings in pastels. On the right wing, there are two bedchambers
with a dining room, overlooking Yao Jai House and the walkways

connecting both premises.
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On the third floor under the dome roof is a large Buddha room.
Next to it is the bedchamber of the owner’s son'? with a door leading to a
roof-deck to allow a clear panoramic view of the residence grounds. A
small manhole for repairing the red-tile roof once became an ideal spot for
the children to play hide and seek or catch various kind of birds like
pigeons, nesting inside the roof framing.
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" Phraya Aniruth Dheva's two daughters and one son were all born here and their placentas were
buried under big trees according to ancient tradition that it would bring happiness and bliss to the newborns,
The eldest daughter was named “Ngarmcherd” by King Vajiravudh, King Prajadhipok (Rama VIl) named the
second daughter and the youngest son “Ngarmchalouy” and "Fuengchaloei” respectively,
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The main villa is gloriously constructed. The engineers have laid a
solid foundation even though the building is erected on soft paddy field
soil. The basement'?, similar to that of the Ananda Samagom Throne Hall,
is most likely reinforced concrete which acts as a groundsill for the whole
structure. This basement is like a very strong bracket, but is usually damp
and fills with water when it is raining. All rooms have lofty ceilings with
colourful crystal chandeliers of all sizes. The big chandelier hanging from
the ceiling of the third floor above the spiral staircase can be spectacularly
seen from the entrance hall. The exterior and interior walls are decorated
with refined stuccowork or carved wood motifs. Above the doors and on
the panels are also daintily carved bas-relief designs.
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o A very large python once used the basement as its habitat. Later, it was captured and kept in the
Dusit Zoo.
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The two-storey Yao Jai House is located behind the main villa, linked by
roofed walkways on the first and second floors. In front is a small pond of
Victorian water lilies with Roman-style sculptures of three dames in the
middle. The building was the place used to hold rehearsals of royal
composed plays of the “Banthomsin Theatrical Troupe”. Extra sleeping
rooms were prepared for the troupe in case of late-night rehearsals. The
private quarters of Phraya Aniruth Dheva faced a Roman Garden where tea
parties for about 20 acquainted guests were frequently held. The Garden
boasted a tapestry of gorgeous flowers and arbours dotted by Roman
sculptures on all four corners. In the other wing were the quarters and
bedchamber of Col. Nai Worakarn Buncha (Boonkerd Sutantanont)', an
adopted son of Phraya Aniruth Dheva who took care of the beneficial
interests of his stepfather ever since the time he was a royal page of King

Vajiravudh.
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" Later, Col, Nai Worakam Buncha became an elected MP for many tenms. He was appointed Commerce
Minister and Foreign Affairs Minister. He was Deputy Prime Minister during the premiership of Field Marshal P.
Pibulsonggram, and when the Prime Minister was detained on the warship HTMS Sri Ayutthaya during the
Manhattan Coup, Col. Nai Worakam Buncha made the dedsion to fight to the finish, which sucreeded in
subduing the uprising and set free Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram. His final pasition was Speaker of the House
of Representatives.
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Auxiliary buildings mainly comprise of two-storey buildings and row
houses, occupied by relatives, friends and former subordinates. These
edifices are:

“Kalampakorn House” a living quarter for maids and chefs, “the
logistics and supplies command”, and the housekeepers of the entire Villa.

The “Chinese Pavilion”'® behind the miniature mountain with six
life-sized Chinese warrior stone sculptures and two Chinese lions with
stone balls in the mouths crouching at the base of the steps. The medium-
size pond beside the main villa has an island with a statue of Phraya
Aniruth Dheva’s much-loved pet dog surrounded by fragrant flower beds.
A suspension bridge links the island with the grounds. The pond was full of
water lilies and tame fish that would surface to eat from the hands of the
feeders. Boat rowing in the pond and sauntering into the forested wood
were a means of exercise.
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" In 1982, the entire “Chinese Pavilion® and its dacorative items disappeared, leaving behind anly four
Chinese stone sculptures.
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The “Miniature Mountain” is a medium-size structure with waterfalls
and Guardian Spirit Shrine on top. At the back of the Miniature Mountain
was the aforesaid “Chinese Pavilion” which was located on the side
adjacent to Phitsanulok Road. Next to it was a group of 2-storey houses
rented by a few foreign medical doctors.'® At that time, the area of the
Villa was very extensive, one side stretched as far as the road where
Manangkasila House was located on the opposite side.

Around the end of 1925, King Vajiravudh passed away, and
Somdetch Phra Chao Nongya Ther Chao Fah Prajadhipok Sakdidejana
succeeded to the throne and became King Prajadhipok (Rama VII). Phraya
Aniruth Dheva was appointed a Privy Councilor until the revolution in 1932
and Siam became a constitutional monarchy. He then resigned from his
post to become a pensioned civil servant who received annual stipends
according to the royal will of the late King Vajiravudh.

= sonfvinndlinelfinsuwmdsmesfusndadulsmeatviulutvgiudiegiaty
FTUASHIUBUTTY,

™ Afterward, the land adjacent to Yomaraj Bridge was sold 1o a western medical doctor who established
the Bangkok Adventist Hospital (or the Mission Hospital). The hospital is in operation up to the present day.
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In later years, Phraya Aniruth Dheva strived to revive Thai classical
arts in line with the royal guiding principles of the late King Vajiravudh. He
patronized master hands in various arts such as Khon, theatrical
performance, etc. and established the “Banthomsin Theatrical Troupe”. He
also arranged displays of exquisite performing arts, especially plays of King
Vajiravudh, which become widely recognized at “Sri Ayutthaya Playhouse”
near Si Kak Phraya Sri, which was another plot of land conferred by King
Vajiravudh. Later, Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram, then the Prime Minister,
approached Phraya Aniruth Dheva to become the Director General of the
Fine Arts Department under the soon-to-be established Ministry of Culture,
but he declined and offered to help as an ordinary citizen.

Villa Banthomsin became the residence of many officials and
acquaintances that the owner had befriended since the reigns of King
Vajiravudh and King Prajadhipok, including Phraya Saleeratthavipak, Capt.
Phraya Nava Polpayuharak, Phra Darunraksa, Luang Raksa Naves, Luang
Charn Cherng Ranad, Jamuen Manit Nares, Mom Tuan, many masters in
Thai classical arts together with subordinates who had faith in him. The
Villa was spacious and sizable enough for everyone.
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As Bangkok expanded and became more civilized, the dirt road
between Villa Banthomsin and the Royal Turf Club was asphalted and
Mahogany trees were planted on both sides. Cne could easily bicycle past,
and yet the road was too desolate and bleak to pass by after dusk.

At the outburst of World War Il, Japanese troops marched into the
Kingdom asking for “passage” to fight the British Empire in Burma and
Malaya."” During the Indochinese war between Thailand and France, Japan
had proposed itself as an arbitrator which resulted in some parts of Laos
and Cambodia being returned to Thailand. Subseguently, Japan took hold
of the rest of Indochina. In view of these events, and taking account of the
international political instability and dilemma the country encountered,
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" The Japanese calaulated in their strategic plan that with only three diisions Japan could occupy
Thailand within a week, but that it would take 15 more divisions to take full control since Thai people were adept
at querrilla warfare. The Japanese therefore urged Thailand into an alliance and promoted the "Greater East Asian
Co-Prosperity Sphere” to expel Allied troops and westem imperialism from the region.
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Thailand under the rule of Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram decided to enter
the Great East Asian War with the construction of a “Greater East Asian
Co-Prosperity Sphere” and the agreement of "Self-Preservation — Self
Defense” with Japan. The Allied Powers in response sent B24 and B25
aircraft to bomb Bangkok night and day. Households had to blackout, and
large spotlights and anti-aircraft cannons were installed to fight Allied
fighters and bombers. Schools closed, even Vajiravudh College was
relocated to Bang Pa-In, Ayutthaya Province. The Chulachomklao Royal
Military Academy was also moved to “Pa Daeng” in Phetchabun Province.
As Bangkok people moved out of town, Phraya Aniruth Dheva and his
family fled by river boat to a refuge at Tamnak Nua Temple, Nonthaburi
Province, north of Pakkred District close to Ayutthaya Province.

Later on, in 1942, the government of Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram
assigned a representative to negotiate the rental or purchase of the
deserted Villa Banthomsin since the government required a luxurious
“Guest House” for welcoming guests of state such as General Tojo,
Japanese PM, or Field Marshal Terauchi, Commander of the Japanese
Southern Army, who planned to visit Thailand after French Indochina
surrendered. Initially the plan was to relocate the Japanese war
headguarters from Saigon to Bangkok to command the battles with British
forces in Malaya, Burma and India. However, since Malaya yielded very fast,
the headquarters was established in Singapore so as to launch an onward
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attack on the US forces in the Philippines, with Lieutenant General
Yamashita of the 25" Army as commander of the vanguard. Accordingly,
Mr. Tsubokami, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary and
Lieutenant General Nakamura, “Ngi” Commander-in-Chief, were instead
appointed to Thailand. Villa Banthomsin, which was in the proximity of the
Government House'® , was regarded as ideal for the Thai-Japanese Joint
Command. With this in mind, Phraya Aniruth Dheva, considering the needs
of the government in the midst of a conflict of which the conclusion
remained uncertain, as well as the costly upkeep of such a large building in
wartime, decided to sell the house to Government in the lowest price
possible. At the same time, the sale was made with the condition that only
those parts required for government purposes would be transferred and
that permission would be granted to dismantle and take out objects of
veneration from the Villa. Agreement was therefore made to purchase the
main villa and its auxiliary buildings up to Tarakamnun Building with a total
area of approximately 25 rai for use as the premises of the “Thai-Japan
Coordination Department”. The name of the main villa was changed to
“Thai Puntamitr House” and the entire complex, “Phitsanulok Mansion”,
referring to the name of the road it was located on. The remaining parcel
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" Formerly the "Villa Norasingh” owned by General Admiral Chao Phraya Ram Raghop (ML Fua Phungbun).
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of land was kept as a family residence. After the end of the war, this
remaining parcel of land, which was largely empty except for a few small
buildings, was sold to a western medical doctor for the construction of the
Bangkok Adventist Hospital, earning millions of Baht. Phraya Aniruth
Dheva subsequently purchased a new house near the former Palace of
Krom Phra Chantaburi. The Aniruth Dheva Family has resided in a new
“Villa Banthomsin” by the Chao Phraya River since then.

The Crown Property Bureau agreed to the purchase of the
“ Phitsanulok Mansion” on 19 June 1942 at the price of 500,000 Baht and
granted permission for the Prime Minister's Office to use the premises. The
latter renovated the Mansion, and for sometime made it a residence for
visiting guests of state. However, the house then fell into a disgraceful
condition, while many large hotels were established in the city, which could
be used to receive state visitors. So, the use of the house as reception
residence was discontinued.
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During the premierships of Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn and
General Kriengsak Chamanan, the Government initiated plans to renovate
Phitsanulok Mansion to be an official residence of the Prime Ministers, but
these plans were never realized. In 1979, General Kriengsak Chamanan’s
Government estimated the refurbishment cost at about 19,504,300.00
Baht.

The Government of General Prem Tinsulanonda considered that the
buildings in Phitsanulok Mansion, especially “Thai Puntamitr House" (Main
Villa), contituted masterpieces of the Western architectural style
unsurpassed by current craftsmanship, and that renovations needed to be
started before it was too late. It was determined that the premises could be
used as the Prime Minister's residence as in other civilized countries. As
such, it not only provided benefits to the government, but also conserved
one of the nation’s treasures.

The budget for the renovations estimated by the Department of
Public Works, the Department of Fine Arts and the Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration at that time was 22,922,740.00 Baht. It comprised the
following:
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1. Expenses for refurbishment of Thai Puntamitr House and Yao Jai
House, Thao Hirun Rujee Shrine, pavilion, bridge, garage, front wall and
gate, air-conditioning and electrical systems totaling 12,437,500.00 Baht;

2. Expenses for the renovation of interior stucco mouldings of
Thai Puntamitr House and Yao Jai House, new curtains, wool carpets,
furniture, sculptures, plant pots, and procurement of new furniture totaling
4,231,240.00 Baht; and

3. Expenses for construction of roadwork, bridge, dyke and the
restoration of fountain, lamp posts plus equipment as well as re-
landscaping the entire grounds totaling 6,255,000.00 Baht.

Since the renovation budget of 22.9 million Baht was considered to
be too high, the Prime Minister requested the army engineers to execute
the renovation with the total expenses of only 10 million Baht, as proposed
by the Secretary-General to the Prime Minister.
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The Secretariat of the Prime Minister allocated the budget of
6,640,149.00 Baht to the 11" Engineer Regiment for the renovation of the
building and surrounding area, including the construction of front wall,
gate, checkpoint, garage, living quarters, cook house, Thao Hirun
Panasoon Shrine as well as the restoration of plant pots and sculptures.
The 11" Engineer Regiment also carried out extra tasks of restoring the
fountain, Narai Bunthomsin sculpture, two reinforced concrete bridges and
dyke. Restrooms on the first floor of Thai Puntamitr House and the new
garage were constructed for greater convenience. The pond was also
perfectly dredged. The remaining budget of 3,359,851.00 Baht was
allocated to the Household and Vehicles Division of the Secretariat of the
Prime Minister for interior decoration work such as new curtains, carpets,
air-conditioning system, furniture, utensils and accessories.
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Renovation of Phitsanulok Mansion took 144 days, commencing from
1 February 1982 up to 24 June 1982, which was the first day that Prime
Minister General Prem Tinsulanonda moved into the house. The
refurbishments were completed in such a short period of time due mainly
to the capability of the project supervisors and the tireless determination of
the army engineers. Thanks to such selfless devotion, Phitsanulok Mansion
eventually became the official residence of the Prime Minister of Thailand.

In 1993, during the premiership of General Chatichai Choonhavan,
more shrubs and perennial trees were added, including Star Clusters,
Golden Banyan and Hopeas.

In 1997, Prime Minister General Chavalit Yongchaiyuth assigned
Mr. Kamphol Tansatja of Nongnuch Garden to make the biggest-ever
landscape architecture revamp of the garden. More palm trees were
planted, particularly Foxtail Palms, King Palms, Dwarf Date Palms, trained
Siamese Rough Brush Trees etc. Shrubbery was also added to the lawn
around Thai Puntamitr House.
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In 2003, Phitsanulok Mansion underwent further refurbishment for
the APEC Economic Leaders Meeting held the same year. The exterior of all
the buildings was repainted, and the interior of Thai Puntamitr House was
redecorated with an improved air-conditioning system. In addition, the
restrooms of the Tarakamnun Building were refurbished, with new air-
conditioning for the building. The landscaping was remodelled, a materials
storeroom built, and improvements made to the building for the Security
Guard Unit.

Currently, Phitsanulok Mansion is under the management of the
Secretariat of the Prime Minister. The area extends from Phitsanulok Road
in the northeast to a canal in the southwest, and from the Mission Hospital
in the southeast to Soi Phitsanulok 1 in the northwest. The width of the
land in front of the house is around 272 metres, and the width at the back
is 223 metres. The width of the land where row houses are situated is
about 160 metres while the other end adjacent to the Mission Hospital is
147 metres wide. The total area is 23 rai, 2 ngarn and 10 square wah.
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Phitsanulok Mansion is surrounded by lush green trees with lawns
and open-air European-style gardens. Perennial plants trimmed into
arithmetical shapes flourish all over the grounds, including Flame Trees,
Rain Trees, Pink Trumpet Trees, Bullet Woods, Coral Trees, Chaumoogra,
Angsanas, Queen’s Flowers, Yellow Flames, etc. The garden is dotted with
a myriad of stone sculptures. While most of the lawn is covered with
Nualchan grass (Polytrias Amaura), in areas with prolonged exposure to
direct sunlight Bermuda grass is grown and in partly-shaded areas around
the house Nualnoi grass (Manila grass). In shaded areas, the ground is
covered with Malaysia grass (Tropical Carpet Grass). To the side of the
house is a large pond with an island in the middle connected by a rope
bridge. There is a miniature mountain on the island topped by the Thao
Hirun Panasoon Shrine. The statue of the guardian god was presented by
King Vajiravudh. The pond is filled with lotus and many kinds of fish. The
Khao Mor (miniature mountain) is landscaped as a garden of trees in Thai
literature.
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As the structures in Phitsanulok Mansion were constructed over a
long period of time and have seen differing uses, some are time-worn and
degraded. Others are in good condition with regular maintenance. The
different structures are spread out across the spacious parcel of land, each
in their own style. The main road divides them into two groups. The
premises on the left side of the main road are:

Thai Puntamitr House: The building acts as a residence of Prime
Ministers and a reception venue for dignitaries from around the world, and
is inspired by Venetian Gothic architecture like Government House's Thai
Ku Fah Building. In front of the building stands the “Narai Banthomsin”
statue, taken from the family crest bestowed by King Vajiravudh, on a
stone pedestal in the middle of the fountain pond. The building is a three-
storey structure, except for the main entrance which has three storeys
under a domed roof decorated with exquisite stucco. The domed roof has
a small bulbous tip. The drop-off area in front of the main entrance is
covered with a steel frame glass roof with a glass dome at the peak of a
pitched roof. The right wing of the house is semi-circular, adorned with
numerous windows. The walls on the left wing and at the back of the
house are also curved, but smaller. Arched windows can be seen on the
first floor decorated with delicate plaster stuccos. Windows on the second
floor are also decorated with elegant plaster stuccos but with graceful
Gothic arch shapes and fixed light transom windows. The eaves are curved
along the curved walls of the house with decorative scrollwork fascias, a
Venetian Gothic architectural design in the same style as that of the Thai
Ku Fah Building.
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The house is divided into many rooms; all with theirs own porticos
with windowed interior terraces linking up each room. The central staircase
hall leads to all rooms in the building. The house has a hip roof covered
with red coloured glazed roof tiles. Each portico has a western-style
dormer window. The exterior wall is painted white, perfectly contrasted
with the red roof, giving the ensemble an aesthetic architectural beauty
and elegant looks.

Ceiling decorations are either hand-painted illustrations or
patterned wood crown mouldings, depending on the shape of the room.
For example, in the Buddha Room on the third floor, the cupola at the
front of the house is painted in Thai classical style with the design of Fans
of Ranks of the Supreme Patriarchs of that period. The balustrades in the
Staircase Hall have slender fluted columns and ornate capitals. Teakwood
panels with edging cover the underneath of the stairs. The coffer ceiling is
crisscrossed with mouldings and divided into rectangles with wonderful
hand-painted patterns inside, while a chandelier hangs from the centre of
the hall. The landing is bedecked with paintings, sculptures, floor lamps
and large chinaware. Meanwhile, the colour scheme of each of the rooms
is unigue. For instance, the ceiling patterns, walls and arch entrances of the
reception room and dining room are similar but differentiated by the colour
of the furniture, wall paintings, and style of the chandeliers and lamps,
managing nevertheless to showcase unity and harmony. The arch
entrances are carved in the Venetian Gothic style, the tall doors adorned
with delicate designs on door facades. The lower part of the wall is covered
with dado rails installed with wood panels.
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Yao Jai House is a residence for aides of the guest of state and is
also the workplace for the staff of the Prime Minister. Built in white-wash
masonry work, the big two-storey house has a walkway and elevated
roofed walkway connecting the Thai Puntamitr Building on the first and
second floor. There is a terrace overlooking the pond. The hallway is well-
laid with terracotta tiles. The solid wood doors have large transoms, and
above the windows are installed wooden louvered transoms. Chandeliers
are hanged from the overlap timbered ceiling over the Gothic-style
furniture and interlocking timber floor. The staircase hall leading to the
second floor and the terraces on both sides also have a wood-dyed
patterned parquet interlocking floor. The arch partitions dividing the rooms
are neatly carved with trims.
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Khu Jai House is a residence for foreign dignitaries paying personal
visits. It is a wooden house with a big veranda by the pond. The walls are
in horizontal lap siding installation. Some parts of the walls and veranda
are panel boards with scrollwork designs.
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Kalampakorn House is a living quarter for gardeners who take care
of the garden and greenhouses. It is also a wooden house with horizontal
lap siding wall, with some parts of the walls and veranda showing panel
boards with scrollwork design. Over the doorways are western-style
scrollwork wood fenestrals.

Other buildings include the garage, cook house, gazebo, shed,
living quarter for officials, and the Villas electricity control room.
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On the right side of the main road is Tarakumnan House, ideal for
organizing conferences, seminars and reception banguets. It is a single
storey building with a flat roof concrete terrace supported by columns
covering the road along the length of the front facade, with doors and
steps leading to main hall and antechambers on both sides. Inside is a hall
with lofty ceiling. The lower part is well-arranged with columns, and on the
upper part the curved wall between the columns is embellished with
unique patterns and scrollwork design ventilation channels. Different
function rooms are located behind the entrance hall. The house has a hip
roof with diamond-shaped red glazed flat tiles, with intricately ornate
fascias at the end of the eaves. The ceiling of this grand hall is hand-
painted and mounted with a crystal chandelier. Stucco mouldings delicately
decorate panels above the gateways while the upper walls are adorned
with wood mouldings. The lower parts of all doors have base caps and
louvers, while the top parts display frosted glass windows engraved in

various patterns. The floor is intricately patterned wood parquet.
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Sopha House is a living quarter for security officers. It has horizontal
lap siding walls decorated in part with scrollwork wood panels above the
fenestrals and at the stairway.

There is also the building for the Security Unit, garage, row houses
and Khao Mor (miniature mountains).

In 2002, Phitsanulok Mansion received an award for excellence in
building preservation (for institutions and public building) from the
Association of Siamese Architects under the Royal Patronage of His Majesty
the King.
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HISTORY AND BACKGROUND
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Ban Manangkasila or Manangkasila Mansion is situated on Larn
Luang Road, Dusit District, Bangkok. The land plot measuring 4.697
hectares (29.356 rai) in Sa-pan Khaw Sub-district was bestowed by King
Vajiravudh (Rama WVI), together with the necessary funds for the
construction of the residence, on Phraya Udom Rajchapakdee (Tho
Sucharitakul), former Director-General of the Department of Royal
Households, who was in charge of all royal households. King Vajiravudh
also bestowed the design of the house and named it “Ban Manangkasila”'
after the name of Manangkasilabat Throne. However, King Vajiravudh
passed away before the construction could begin. Later, the construction
was launched by Mr. Edward Healey, a British designer working with the
Ministry of Public Instruction and Architectural Advisor to the Ministry of
Defense. He designed the house in the English Tudor architectural style
which was highly popular in England in the 16™" Century. The style typically
emphasises decorative mouldings on the exterior wall, the use of polished
walls and the mixed use of concrete with wooden frame as structure, all of
which are the outstanding features of Manangkasila Mansion.

"4k
o 20 0 g

® fri1 e Dunwnduange wadt Au vElda Am mssenalddedudn
“yfanRan” Iﬁ'muﬂﬂamn.imiu-ﬂﬁﬁ%

' The word sila is derived from Sanskrit and Pali languages, meaning stone. It has two
different spellings in Thal. The name “Manangkasila® follows the Sanskrit spelling which is cumently
more popular.
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In 1952, the title deed was transferred to the Bank of Asia, of
which the Government at that time was a stockholder, on the condition
that the premises be put under the care of the Office of the Prime Minister
and used for receiving guests of state and as the venue of meetings of the
Members of the Parliament on the governments side.

In 1955, the Government of the time used the Manangkasila
Mansion as the head office of the Seri Manangkasila Party which served as
the political party of the Government until 1957 when a coup d'état
occurred and the party was abolished. The Bank of Asia then asked for the
return of the house into its custody. However, the Government occasionally
borrowed it for use in receiving guests of state.

Around 1960, the Ministry of Finance asked for the return of
Bangkhunprom Palace which was at that time the office of the Bank of
Thailand. The Bank of Thailand then made an agreement with the Ministry
that the Bank of Thailand would purchase Manangkasila Mansion from the
Bank of Asia and then exchange buildings with the Ministry. Since then,
the house has become state property belonging to the Ministry of Finance
under the care of the Treasury Department. Subsequently, the Gavernment
obtained the use of the house as the guest house of the Office of the
Prime Minister with the condition that the Ministry of Finance is also
allowed to use it to welcome guests when needed.
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in 1975, the National Council of Women of Thailand (NCWT) under
the Royal Patronage of Her Majesty the Queen requested the use of the
two eastern buildings and the Folk Arts and Handicrafts Centre Building in
the front as its head office until today. Later, in 1985, the Department of
Fine Arts proclaimed Manangkasila Mansion as part of the national
heritage, as announced in the Royal Gazette volume no. 102, chapter 180,
on 29 November 1985, within the area of 2.12 hectares (13.25 rai). Today,
Manangkasila Mansion is under the care of the Secretariat of the Prime
Minister, the Office of the Prime Minister.
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Architectural Style

At present, in the compound of Manangkasila Mansion, there are
altogether eight buildings and other structures as follows:

1. Conserved Buildings: These consist of four buildings which the
Department of Fine Arts registered as part of the national heritage in 1985,
namely,

- Reception Building: A two-storey building connected to the upper
level of the Central Building. On the lower level there are balconies at the
front and on two sides of the building. The floor is paved with marble, and
five-step stairways lie both at the front and the back of the building. The
front of the building is decorated with a pool and two bronze sculptures in
the European style.
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Central Building : A large two -storey concrete building
connected to the Reception Building. It is built in a rectangle shape in
“English Tudor style” whose distinctive features are the use of colours and
decorative designs and half-timber structure, as well as the extension of
the beam to be the base of the upper floor called “jetty.” These features
are blended with the Thai environment, technology, lifestyles and
constrains, making the Manangkasila Mansion one of a kind.

Manangkasila Mansion is a prime example of the popular style of
residence of that period (King Rama VI) because of its grandeur and
exquisite decoration. The Main Building faces the northeast towards Larn
Luang Road, surrounded by a very large area. At the front lies a lawn with
a curved road and walkway leading to the Main Building. Before reaching
the Main Building, there is the Reception Building. Inside the Main
Building, the large hall is in the middle and many rooms are located along
the left and right hallways. At both ends of the building lie the hexagonal
apses. The left apse has a five-step stairway. The marble passage
connecting the 3 apses is at the back of the building with a three-step
stairway.
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Office Building 1 of the National Council of Women of Thailand
(NCWT) under the Royal Patronage of Her Majesty the Queen is situated on
the right of Manangkasila Mansion. It is a two-storey building constructed
in the European style with a three-step marble stairway leading into the
building. Inside the building are 3 rooms on the lower level, another 2 on
the upper level, portals, arched windows, and a marble corridor at the back
of the building on the lower level. The building is presently used as the
office of the executives of the NCWT and as a meeting venue.

The Folk Arts and Handicrafts Centre Building, a compact two-
storey building located at the entrance of Manangkasila Mansion. It also
serves as the office building of the National Council of Women of Thailand
with the sign posted “Thai-Chinese Occupational Training Centre.” The
lower level is used as the training place of the housewives group while the
upper level houses the library.
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2. Accompanying Buildings; These consist of buildings other than
the aforementioned 4 buildings. They are scattered to the rear of the plot,
as follows:

The Manangkasila Convention Building, a two-storey building
located at the back of the Main Building. The building was renovated by
the Committee of the NCWT in 1977 and Her Majesty Queen Sirikit
graciously opened the building on 15 December 1978. At present, the
building is under the care of the NCWT.

Office Building 2 of the NCWT, a small two-storey building located
behind Office Building 1.

The office building of the Emergency Relief Foundation, a two-
storey building located to the left of the Main Building in the same
architectural style as Office Building 2 of the NCWT. The building is now
vacant because the Foundation has been dissolved.

Ruen Thaw, a two-storey building in degraded condition and still
unrepaired. At present, it serves as living quarters for officials of the
Secretariat of the Prime Minister.

186




en. Eanaﬁﬂaau ’| UszNoumie 1o u.a"a‘s"m %daqm‘uwaq
‘Uﬂﬂﬂ']ﬂq‘i‘lﬂﬁﬂ 'I.J'E!ﬂﬁﬂﬂ‘l.lﬂ\‘llﬁ'l@%ﬂ'l.f'ﬂﬂq U 1'18\16‘1‘0'1 “ﬁ!%'ﬁ‘llﬂ']ﬂ']‘i
‘HULC"IEJ'J‘U'H']'HLﬁﬂﬂ‘iﬁﬂ?ﬂﬁ]gﬂ?&ﬂﬂﬁﬁaﬂ

29AUIENOUVDIBIAITNAN

waw Dunsmasseninasadauasysetunen  seelidunn
unvpevdenbigety vdmadensadeeauansationd dauduusiu
Awdeaiudnuunadn  fnsanudwmumiduesdweundnilassou
M lifEena

Uszg - WUIA9 umu*mzl‘:.,mﬂﬂmﬁnluaanmﬂmu ‘IJ"ml.Uﬂﬂ
gniinlyl muuﬁauqnﬁnnswnuavlu duuuntiinsivaenaaiiy
wavusau e

3. Other Structures; These consist of Khao Mor (Miniature
Mountain) and a pond behind the Main Building, as well as the single
storey storerooms, living quartors and restrooms scattered around towards
the rear.

Elements of the Main Building

Roofing: The building has a hipped-gable roof, while the eaves do
not extend very far. The corners of the roof are not high, with small
rectangular asbestos cement roofing. The pediments and the skirting are
decorated with brown wooden strings.

Doors and windows: There are wood-carved mullion door panels,
double sash casement doors with wood mullion, accordion doors with
glass and wood mullion. The windows comprise both floor-length windows
and accordion windows.
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Exterior walls: The walls are made of brick and stucco, which are
painted and then decorated with brown wooden strings on the white walls
inside the sguare frames, resembling the half-timber structure of the
English Tudor style. There are archivolts at the porches and skirting at the
bases of the walls. The floor at the northern main entrance is covered with
marble.

Interior walls: The walls are made of brick, wood lining and stucco,
and then painted. In some parts, the bases of the walls are decorated with
carved wood in different designs, such as diamond and rectangular shapes.

Ceiling: Most of the ceilings are made of reinforced concrete with
reliefs. In the middle of most ceilings are lamps. In some rooms, the lining
of the ceilings is made of fiber cement board with wood strips put on the
surface in square shape and also decorated with lamps. Changes have
been made in some rooms by replacing with plastered gypsum board
ceiling. In the lower level of the building the ceilings have been repainted
while preserving the old decorative designs.
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Stairways: There are altogether 4 stairways, which are closed stairs
with risers and wooden handrails. The balustrades are lathed with carved
designs. The main staircase has 2 intermediate landings covered with
parquet in star pattern. The three-step exterior stairway leading to the
front of the building is paved with marble. The side and rear exterior
stairways are five-step structures.

Floor of the lower level: The floor is covered with wood parquet,
alternating light and dark colours. Some parts are parquet floor with
tongued-and-grooved blocks and polished stones, others are covered with
carpet. The floor in the restroom area is paved with marble and tiles.

Floor of the upper level: The floor is covered with wood parquet,
alternating light and dark colours. Some parts are parquet floor with
tongued-and-grooved blocks with the edge of the floor against the
surrounding wall. Some parts are covered with carpet. The floor in the
restroom area is paved with tiles and marble.

At present, the Main Building of Manangkasila Mansion is used as
the office of the Committee for the Establishment of the Political
Development Council and Drafting a Master Plan for Palitical Development.
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Restoration

Manangkasila Mansion has been renovated from time to time until
the massive restoration in 1999, which includes:

Restoration and changes to the Main Building, such as fixing and
changing the wooden structure of the roofing; roofing with tiles; fixing
and changing the dripping eaves, the lining of the ceiling, ceiling plaster,
ceiling beams, plaster coat, brick wall, cornices, decorative wood on the
walls, teakwood finish inside the building, teakwood skirting, stairways,
door panels and windows; as well as paving parquet and marble on the
corridors.

Remodelling the landscape outside the building, such as arranging
ornamental plants, constructing sentry boxes, drainage system, cesspool as
well as fountains.

Interior Decoration, such as improving the offices, decorating the
walls of the restrooms and lavatories.
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Importance of Manangkasila Mansion

Manangkasila Mansion has intrinsic historical and archeological
value, and has also been consistently in function. The house was
proclaimed a part of the national heritage to be preserved as a learning
source. Its long history is related to various important figures and national
events in many periods, since its orgin as a residence of an important royal
page and a relative to King Vajiravudh and Queen Indrasakdi Sachi. It has
been used as the offices of several agencies, such as political parties, Open
Forum for Democracy Foundation, SMEs Financial Advisory Center (SFAC),
Thai Film Foundation and the Committee for the Establishment of the
Political Development, Council and Drafting a Master Plan for Political
Development. and, at present, the National Council of Women of Thailand
(NCWT) under the Royal Patronage of Her Majesty the Queen Moreover,
the craftsmanship is considered the hallmark of the house, with its
harmonious combination of European and Thai architectural styles which is
truly the product of the local wisdom of its craftsmen.

In 2002, Manangkasila Mansion received an award for excellence in
building preservation (for institutions or public buildings) from the
Association of Siamese Architects under the Royal Patronage of His Majesty
the King.
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Into the Future

Due to the artistic and historical value of Manangkasila Mansion
1999, the Secretariat of the Prime Minister has drawn up a Master Plan on
the land use in Manangkasila Mansion in order to develop the house into
the Hall of Fame of Thai Prime Ministers and the Centre of Thai Political
History. According to the Master Plan, the area is separated into 2 parts as
follows:

1. Conserved Buildings: Manangkasila Mansion (the Main Building)
will be renovated into the Hall of Fame of Thai Prime Ministers and the
Administrative Office. Office Building 1 of the National Council of Women
of Thailand (NCWT) under the Royal Patronage of Her Majesty the Queen
will be allocated as the place to produce publications. The Folk Arts and
Handicrafts Centre Building will be used as the souvenir shop.

2. Accompanying Buildings: The Secretariat of the Prime Minister
will remove all of the accompanying buildings and construct a 3-storey
building which will serve as the Centre of Thai Political History comprising
of the rooms for permanent and temporary exhibitions as well as the
Museum of the Thai Decorations.

In addition, there will be, for example, an outdoor area for activities
and a multipurpose ground as well as parking lot.
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